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Administration of Gerald R. Ford 
PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Week Ending Friday, May 21, 1976 





Bristol, ‘tennessee 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
Tri-City Airport. May 14, 1976 


THE PresipENT. Good morning, everybody. It is great to 
be back in Johnson City. I have been here on at least one 
occasion, I think in 1972 or 1970. I wish it was possible 
for me to do more traveling in Tennessee. We are going 
to Memphis, of course, but I would have been delighted 
to go to Knoxville and Chattanooga and Nashville and 
the many other nice places in Tennessee, but the fact that 
I also have to do the job of being President, to a substan- 
tial degree cuts back my opportunities to see the many 
people in Tennessee and Kentucky and Michigan that I 
would like. 

But, as I think all of you know, I am running on my 
record as President for the last 21 months. I think that is 
a good record. It is a record of achievement in the field 
of domestic affairs. We have cut the rate of inflation by 
75 percent. We have added 3,300,000 people in the job 
rolls in this country in the last 12 months. We added 710,- 
000 new people on the job rolls just the last month of 
April. And if we look at the overall, we are at peace, we 
have got the strength to maintain the peace. Finally, I 
think the Ford administration has restored confidence, 
integrity, candor, and forthrightness in the White House. 

So, when you sum up the substance of the 21 months, 
I think I can say with pride that we have achieved peace. 
We are on the road to a growing and permanent prosper- 
ity, and the White House today has the trust and confi- 
dence of the American people. 

I am deeply grateful that Senator Howard Baker is 
here and your own Congressman Jimmy Quillen, as well 
as your fine former Governor Winfield Dunn. 

I will be glad now to answer a couple of questions. 

Too early in the morning? [Laughter] 


Q. Mr. President, Senator Baker said that it would be 
good for you to ask Mr. Ronald Reagan to be your Vice- 
Presidential nominee. What do you feel about that? 

Tue Present. As I understand it, Mr. Reagan has 
taken himself out of any consideration. He made a state- 
ment several weeks ago that he would not be a candidate 
for Vice President. 

Q. Would you consider him, though? 

Tue Preswent. I certainly have never said I 
wouldn’t, and I was only going by his own statement. We 
have an outstanding field of potential Republican Vice- 
Presidential candidates, including Senator Baker, Senator 
Brock, former Governor Connally and a number of sit- 
ting Governors. So we have an excellent potential for 
Vice-Presidential candidates, and I have got one of them 
standing right at my right. 

Q. Do you plan to name your TVA appointee today? 

THE Presipent. No, I do not. 

Q. Are you worried about the crossover vote, Mr. 
President? 

Tue Presipent. Where? In Michigan or here? 

Q. Here. 


THE PresIvENT. I have said repeatedly that we want 
all voters, whether they are Republicans, Independents, 
or Democrats, who have the same political philosophy 
that I have, to vote for me. I want this to be a test of the 
total vote of individuals, regardless of political label. 

Q. Mr. President, why isn’t Senator Brock on this trip? 

Tue Presivent. I believe that Senator Brock is going 
to meet us in Memphis, as I understand it. But, you know, 
he also has a campaign of his own and, as I recall, this 
morning he had some committee meeting of some impor- 
tance that precluded his being on this particular leg of 
the trip. 

Q. Mr. President, how do you feel about Henry Kis- 
singer in your Cabinet? 

Tue Present. Henry Kissinger has done a good job 
as Secretary of State, and you can judge that by the fact 
that we have achieved the peace. And a Secretary of 
State’s record is what you have to judge him on, and this 
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administration has achieved the peace. We are in a posi- 
tion to maintain it through our military capability and 
our diplomatic skill, and as long as a person does a good 
job I want him on the job. 

Reporter. Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:56 a.m. 


Johnson City, Tennessee 


The President’s Remarks at a Public Rally at Freedom 
Hall Civic Center. May 14, 1976 


Congressman Jim Quillen, Senator Howard Baker, Gov- 
ernor Winfield Dunn, Ed Williams, Reverend Johnson, 
fellow Americans: 

At the outset, let me congratulate and thank the East 
Tennessee State University Marching Band and the other 
fine bands and wonderful organizations here. I am deeply 
grateful for your attendance and the wonderful music. 

I am likewise most grateful that Governor Winfield 
Dunn is here. He was an outstanding Governor for you 
in the State of Tennessee for 4 years. He was one of the 
most outstanding Governors in the whole United States 
during the period that he served you in Tennessee. And 
it was my privilege and my honor as the minority leader 
in the House of Representatives to work with him on 
many, many projects involving your State and involving 
Governors throughout the country, and I thank you very, 
very much. 

I am deeply grateful to my very good and very old 
friend Howard Baker for his endorsement. You have in 
Howard one of the outstanding Members of the United 
States Senate. Nobody in the Congress knows more than 
Howard involving the problems of energy, nuclear power. 
And he was tall and strong in the difficult days in 1972 
and 1973 and again in 1975 and 1976 involving the prob- 
lems of the intelligence community. And I thank you from 
the bottom of my heart, Howard, for your endorsement 
and your support. 

Obviously, it is a great honor and privilege for me to 
be in Johnson City again. I was here in 1972 at a delight- 
ful and wonderful opportunity to meet many of you from 
Johnson City. I deeply appreciate Jimmy Quillen’s gen- 
erous and very, very strong support. I have worked with 
him in the Congress when I was minority leader all the 
time that we served concurrently. We are close personal 
friends. And he and I have worked together for 4 years 
for the medical school project of this community. 


With this great crowd, it is just great to be in Johnson 
City, home of the Tennessee Buccaneers, the Science Hill 
Hilltoppers, the Constitution Hall Bandits and the Indian 
Hall Rebels. 


My message today to the people of Tennessee can be 
summed up in just a very few words. As much as I believe 
in a strong and prosperous American automobile industry, 
I am here to say this year there is absolutely no reason 
whatsoever to trade in your Ford on another model. 

I have had the great honor and privilege to serve as 
your President now for more than 21 months. When I 
took office in August of 1974, America was faced with 
some of the most pressing and the most serious problems in 
its 200-year history. Our economy had gone haywire, with 
prices going up at an annual rate of more than 12 per- 
cent, with America on the brink of the worst recession in 
40 years. Our national resolve to meet international com- 
mitments had been called into question by our allies and 
adversaries alike. There was great danger to peace in 
many, many areas throughout the world. Underlying these 
serious problems was a crisis of confidence in our govern- 
ment, especially in the White House. 

There was a crisis of spirit among the American peo- 
ple, many of whom began to question whether our 
best days were already behind us. Twenty-one months 
later, the American scene has dramatically improved. That 
12 percent inflation rate has been cut more than half. In 
fact, it is down to less than 3 percent in the first 3 months 
of 1976, and that is a 75 percent reduction, a good record. 
After seeing unemployment rise to nearly 9 percent just 
12 months ago at the low point of that recession, we have 
recovered more than 3,300,000 jobs in the last 12 months 
alone—87,400,000 are on the job today throughout the 
50 States, and that is more than ever before in the his- 
tory of the United States. And I would say that is a pretty 
good comeback from where we were a year ago. Inter- 
nationally, America is at peace with every nation on 
Earth. Not one American is serving in combat anywhere 
today anyplace throughout the world, and I intend to keep 
it that way. 

The day that I took the oath of office as President of 
the United States I said that truth is the glue that holds 
government together. 21 months later the record of my 
administration is one of candor, integrity, and openness. 
It is a record that has restored the people’s confidence and 
trust in the White House, and it is a record that I am very, 
very proud of. 


The American people today are looking into the future 
with faith instead of fear, and that future can be as 
bright and as successful as we want to make it. Eco- 
nomically, we are on a course of steady growth and rising 
prosperity. We have done battle with the worst recession 
in 40 years and with the worst inflation in more than 50 
years, and we won. 

Our next battle is with deficit spending by the Federal 
Government, and I have already begun that battle with 
49 vetoes as my ammunition. Despite a supposedly veto- 
proof, two-thirds Democratic majority in the Congress, 
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we got 42 of those vetoes sustained and those 42 vetoes 
will save the American people $13 billion. 

If the Congress keeps sending me budget-busting bills 
down to the Oval Office in the White House, I will use my 
yeto again and again and again. I will not be satisfied 
until we balance the Federal budget, and the sooner the 
better. My plan is to combine spending cuts with tax cuts 
and to reduce the growth of government across the board. 

We cut your taxes last year, and that led to a major in- 
crease in consumer spending, and that increase was a 
very major factor in our economic recovery. Last~Janu- 
ary, I asked the Congress for another tax cut of $10 billion 
starting July 1 of this year. But instead, it looks like the 
majority in the Congress wants to spend $17 billion more 
than I proposed, eliminating the tax cut, and increasing 
the national debt to $713 billion. That is the wrong pro- 
gram, and we have got to fight for my program. 

May I mention, among the tax cuts that I recom- 
mended to the Congress was an increase in the personal 
exemption from $750 to $1,000, and I can’t understand 
why the Congress or a majority of them don’t understand 
that the people in the middle-income area need that tax 
cut. 

With the new budget that I proposed, we could cut 
the rate of growth in Federal spending by 50 percent 
and we can achieve a balanced budget by 1979. Now, if 
we can get a few more Howard Bakers, Bill Brocks, Jimmy 
Quillens, John Duncans, and Robin Beards in the Con- 
gress of the United States, we can cut government spend- 
ing, we can balance the budget, and we can win the 
battle. And I hope you will help us across the board. 

The sound of real battle is only faintly heard in the 
world today after so many, many years of war. The 
United States can be proud of the role it has played in 
bringing peace to the world and in promoting the cause 
of freedom, of human dignity throughout this globe. 
We can play that role successfully because we are strong 
enough to command the confidence of our allies and the 
respect of our adversaries. 

After years and years of lower and lower defense budgets 
imposed by the Congress, we have reversed that dangerous 
trend. I have proposed in the last 2 years—January of 
1975, January of 1976—the two largest defense budgets 
in American history. And I hope that we finally convinced 
a majority in the Congress that it can’t shortchange our 
national defense any longer. And we are going to win that 
battle against that Congress like we are winning the battle 
in the economy and for peace throughout the world. 

The purpose of America’s mighty arsenal is not to 
terrify the weak, to provoke armed confrontation, or to 
lay claim to that which is not ours. Our purpose is to 
defend freedom and to maintain a foundation of strength 
on which to build a better and a safer world. 

But our strength does not rest in our military power 
alone. Our major source of strength is the productivity 


and the success of the American farmer who, in the last 
3 years, has enjoyed his highest net income in our Nation’s 
history and whose exports have hit high, high records. 
Those exports have helped to put America back on the 
road to prosperity, and the farmer deserves the thanks of 
every American in every one of our States. That just does 
not mean the big farm operator; it means the small family 
farmer right here in East Tennessee, and I thank you all. 

To preserve that family farm and other family enter- 
prises, I have proposed to the Congress raising the estate 
tax exemption from $60,000 to $150,000. In addition, 
I have proposed stretching out those payments over a 
25-year period at low-interest rates and, most importantly, 
exempting from taxation the transfer of property between 
husband and wife. 

I want to see the family enterprises stay in the family 
rather than be sacrificed to pay the Federal tax collector. 
The family tradition, like the American tradition, is one 
of security, one of rich heritage, of pride and hope for 
the future. 

There have now been eight generations of independent 
Americans, each one working, planning, and praying that 
life would be even better for the next generation than for 
theirs. In a very special sense, I want to continue as Presi- 
dent because I want this generation of Americans to leave 
a better America to the next generation. I want to ensure- 
that realistic, responsible policies are right for America, 
that have been proven right over the last 21 months, and 
to make sure that they continue. I want to maintain that 
peace that we now enjoy, to secure that peace through 
strength, and to make certain that the legacy of peace 
continues for our children as well as our grandchildren. 
I want to continue the policies of reliance on the private 
economy, of cutting taxes, and bureaucracies, and remov- 
ing useless regulations and wasteful spending. 

These policies have brought us back from the depths 
of a recession to a sustained recovery, and they can help 
to insure that runaway inflation never again robs us or 
our loved ones of the rewards of honest work and life- 
time savings. 

Finally, I want to finish the most important job that I 
have begun—the restoration of faith and trust in the Presi- 
dency itself. The great institutions of government crafted 
with such great care by our Founding Fathers have their 
foundations in the people’s trust. In the past 21 months, 
the foundation has been strengthened rather than shaken, 
and we will strengthen it more in the next 4 years. I did 
not seek this Presidency, but I will not shirk from its 
responsibilities. 

Telling the truth is the secret to success in government, 
as in everything else. In my administration, we have faced 
many of the unpleasant facts of American life and we 
have dealt with them in a forthright and effective way. 
We have avoided making fancy promises and raising false 
hopes. And in the future as in the past I will promise no 
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more than I can deliver and deliver everything that I 
promise. 

Peace, prosperity, and trust are the sum of my per- 
formance in the nearly 2 years since I became your Presi- 
dent. They are a prescription for progress in America 
today, and they can be the greatest legacy any generation 
of Americans has ever left to its children. And that is 
why I ask for your support on May 25, November 2, and 
the 4 challenging years ahead. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:58 a.m. in the Freedom Hall Arena. 
Following his remarks, the President attended a reception for re- 
gional media members in the Mechanical Storage Room. After greet- 


ing the media members, the President attended a reception for 
Republicans in the Freedom Hall Cafeteria. 


Memphis, ‘Tennessee 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
the Memphis International Airport. May 14, 1976 


Tue Present. It is just great to be in Memphis. We 
had a very fine stop in Johnson City. Especially, I wish I 
could have visited Chattanooga and Huntsville and Nash- 
ville but I do have a responsibility to be President, as well 
as campaign. We love Tennesseans, and we will do the 
best we can by stopping where we have. And [ want all of 
you to know I am deeply grateful for the leadership of 
Governor Dunn, Senator Howard Baker, Bill Brock, and 
the other congressional members. I am very, very grate- 
ful for their help and assistance. 


Let me say that I am optimistic about our opportunities 
here in Tennessee. The warm welcome in Johnson City 
was very encouraging. We, of course, think we have a 
record that would justify their support. That record is 
predicated upon 21 months of success in keeping the peace 
and building the blocks for the peace in the future and for 
the prosperity which is now surging from the troubles we 
have had over the last year or year and a half. 


We are on our way to, I think, a permanent and con- 
structive prosperity with employment going up and unem- 
ployment going down. As a matter of fact, everything that 
is supposed to be going up is going up, and everything that 
is going down is supposed to be going down. 

But, as we take a look at some of the other things, when 
I became President the trust of the American people in 
their government was at a pretty low ebb. We have re- 
stored that confidence by frankness, forthrightness, and in- 
tegrity. So, when you look at the three key programs that 
I have carried out—peace, prosperity, and trust—my feel- 
ing is that the American people want that for the next 4 
years. 
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I will be glad to answer your questions. 

Q. Mr. President, what do you think about your 
chances here in the Tennessee primary? 

Tue PresiventT. I am optimistic. I think it will be close, 
but I am optimistic. 

Q. Do you think that Ronald Reagan’s statement that 
he feels you will lose in your home State of Michigan and 
therefore you declare defeat 

Tue Preswent. I think we will win, and win well in 
Michigan. 

Q. President Ford, how come you haven’t defended 
your foreign policy more strongly in the wake of Ronald 
Reagan’s criticism of it? 

Tue PresivenT. I think I have defended the good for- 
eign policy very energetically and with great feeling be- 
cause it is a foreign policy that achieved peace and a for- 
eign policy that is keeping the peace and it is a foreign 
policy that will maintain the peace in the future. It isa 
good foreign policy. It has been a successful one. 

Q. Mr. President, your delay in signing the threshold 
nuclear test ban treaty has been interpreted in Moscow as 
a snub. Was that intentional? 

Tue Present. Not at all. It was just one of the prac- 
tical problems we faced with the heavy job of being Presi- 
dent and the heavy job of campaigning. 

Q. Mr. President, do you expect Senator Brock to en- 
dorse you? 

Tue Present. I know Bill Brock is a good friend of 
mine. We have a great deal in common. I will leave that 
up to Bill Brock. 

Q. Sir, concerning that delay of the underground test 
ban project, there are those who were saying that you 
were concerned about signing it now because anything 
you sign with the Russians will go down to your discredit 
in the campaign. Did politics play any part? 

Tue Presipent. Not at all. I am very proud of that 
nuclear test ban agreement because for the first time, 
through very sound and, I think strong negotiating, I ob- 
tained for the United States the first opportunity to have 
on-site inspection in the Soviet Union. This is the break- 
through that five or six Presidents have sought to obtain, 
but because we were firm, because we had good relations, 
I was able to obtain an on-site inspection agreement with 
the Soviet Union in the nuclear field. I am very proud of 
it, and I think it is good for us and it is good for all of 
mankind. 

Q. Mr. President, do you feel that you and Mr. 
Reagan might wipe each other out and that another can- 
didate might get the nomination for the party off of the 
Democrats? 


Tue Present. No, I expect to win in Kansas City. 
Thank you very much. 
Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:01 p.m. 








A a—s Ss SS 


’ 
| 





your 


that 
and 


ll in 


ded 
ald 


for- 


for- 
ign 
is a 


old 


/ as 


est 
ou 
ng 
dit 


at 
1€, 


ve 
ik- 
in, 
iS, 
th 


of 


n- 
he 








PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 885 


Memphis, ‘Tennessee 


The President’s Remarks at Ceremonies Dedicating the 
Commerce Square Fountain at the Mid America Mall. 
May 14, 1976 


Senator Howard Baker, Congressman Jimmy Quillen, 
Governor Winfield Dunn, my former colleagues, and your 
former Congressman Kuykendall, Mayor Chandler, 
Mayor Nixon, distinguished guests, fellow Americans: 


It is great to be back in Tennessee, and it is great to be 
here in Memphis, and I am glad to see a few Razorbacks 
here, also. Obviously, I am particularly happy to be with 
you here this afternoon to participate in a small way in 
this wonderful Memphis new Mid America Mall, and I 
congratulate you. 


The mall is a perfect example of what can be done to 
revitalize, to beautify, one of our Nation’s greatest cities. 
You did it with local funds through local effort and with- 
out the involvement of Federal money or Federal bureau- 
crats. Congratulations to all of you in Memphis. 


As all of you know, we are headed into the final rounds 
of a contest which I believe will determine the direction 
of our country, how it will go, where it will go in the next 
4 years, and I am especially grateful for the very kind 
words of Senator Howard Baker. And may I say paren- 
thetically, it has been a great privilege and pleasure for 
me to work with him in his areas of special competence 
and expertise, whether it is in nuclear matters, involving 
intelligence, whether it is the whole spectrum of what is 
good for Memphis, what is good for Tennessee, or what is 
good for the United States, and I thank you very, very 
much, Howard. 

I know Tennessee well enough from my many ac- 
quaintances here, as well as those in the Congress—I know 
Tennessee well enough to know that you appreciate 
straight talk. And that is what I am going to give you here 
today, just like I have given it to the American people 
during the 21 months that I have had the honor and 
privilege of being your President. 

The day I was sworn in, I said our long national night- 
mare is over, and it is. We have totally dispelled the cli- 
mate of darkness and despair that hung over Washington. 
Let me say I won’t let you down in the next 4 years. We 
will make the same strong record. 

During this 21-month period, I have leveled with the 
American people. I said it in my second State of the 
Union Message, and I say it here again today: We will 
Promise only what we can deliver, and we will deliver 
everything that we promise. 

Consider, if you will, where we were in the very first 
weeks and months of my Presidency. Then some well- 
known labor and political leaders were predicting that the 
United States of America was headed into a depression, 
that only massive action by the Federal Government could 


avert tragedy. Inflation was over 12 percent. Unemploy- 
ment was climbing, and we were heading into the worst 
recession in the last 40 years. But instead of listening to 
the prophets of doom and gloom, with their quick-fix 
solution involving more big government, we pursued a 
steady course of relying upon American energy and Amer- 
ican enterprise, and we have produced results. 

As a result, today we meet not in the gloom of a reces- 
sion, but in the full surge of a steady, confident economic 
recovery not only in the State of Tennessee, but in 49 
other States. We have turned the country around. We are 
on the road to renewed prosperity, mutual trust, and a 
lasting peace. We cut the annual rate of inflation by more 
than 50 percent. We increased employment in the last 
year by 3,300,000 new jobs in America. 

In the last month, the month of April, we increased 
employment throughout the United States by 710,000. 
The index of consumer confidence—that is, what you 
here in this Mid America Mall believe—the index of con- 
sumer confidence is double what it was a year ago. 

Now, our recovery just didn’t happen—it took place 
because I rejected bigger spending, bigger deficits, and 
bigger government intervention. For example, I used the 
veto power 49 times, and 42 of those vetoes were sustained, 
saving the American taxpayer—that is you—$13 billion. 
And if you want to identify that $13 billion to each of you, 
that averages out to a saving of $200 per family that we 
saved by the vetoes and the help and assistance of Howard 
Baker, Bill Brock, Jimmy Quillen, Robin Beard. That is 
what we can do if we have the support of all of you, not 
only for me but for the good Members of the House and 
Senate who believe as you do and believe as I do, 

I learned a very basic truth when I first came to the 
Congress, and let me give it to you, because I think it 
wraps everything into proper perspective: A government 
big enough to give us everything we want is a government 
big enough to take from us everything we have. 

But I also know that as a nation our best hope for a 
continued peace is to remain strong, and that way we can 
and we will preserve the peace. Throughout my 27 years 
of public service in the Congress and in the White House, 
my record is one of total commitment to a national de- 
fense equal to any challenge and a policy of peace through 
strength. 

For 10 long years, the Congress has hacked away at the 
defense budget, cutting some $50 billion in this one pe- 
riod—a decade. Last year, this Congress cut almost $7 
billion from the very first defense budget that I submitted 
as your President——last year. 

This year, in January, I decided that we were going to 
meet head-on the challenge of the Congress. We were not 
going to let them undercut our national defense security 
and our military capability. And so I submitted a budget 
that would keep our Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 
strong and capable of carrying out any of the missions as- 
signed to them. And I am glad to report that the Congress 
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this year is getting the word and is giving to us—to me, as 
President, and to you, the American people—the kind of 
funding that is required so that our men, whether they are 
airmen, sailors, Marines, or soldiers, will have the equip- 
ment, the training, and the leadership to keep America 
able, totally committed to the defense of this great country. 

Because we are at peace and because I think we must 
stay there, I am totally dedicated to maintain that peace 
that we now enjoy and to make certain that the legacy of 
peace continues for our children and for the generations 
to come. 

With our Nation at peace, I am continuing the task 
that I undertook the day that I became your President, 
which is the restoration of confidence and trust in our in- 
stitutions, in ourselves, and in America’s future. 

The record of my first 2 years in the White House is 
peace, prosperity, performance in office, and trust. It is a 
record that I am proud of. It is a record that gives me the 
opportunity to ask you in good conscience, give me a man- 
date to keep peace, prosperity, restoration of confidence 
and trust in America. 

The course that we take in the next 4 years will shape 
America’s future. It is a course that must be piloted by a 
person who has got a steady hand, background and knowl- 
edge, a capability of dealing with the Congress, a course 
with a pilot who knows how to get the job done. And that 
job is very simple: The job of peace through strength, 
from recession to recovery, from fear to faith. 

With your help—and I ask you here in Memphis to- 
day and in Shelby County—I need, I want your help, and 
I won’t let you down in the next 4 years. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:37 p.m. 


Memphis, ‘Tennessee 


The President’s Remarks at a President Ford Committee 
Volunteer Reception. May 14, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Howard. Let me add a 
postscript to what Howard just said. What he did say in 
compliments to all of you was not something he just 
said for you here, because he has been telling Jimmy 
Quillen and myself and Governor Dunn that all the way 
from Johnson City. So, he really means it. And I can see 
from the enthusiasm and the record that you have that 
we are going to do very well here. And it is not the record 
that I have, it is not anybody else, but it is the hard work 
on the telephone and in the precincts and every other way 
that you people do, and for that I am very, very grateful. 

Now, let’s think about what we have to do between 
now and May 25. We have got a couple of very important 
primaries next Tuesday, and then the following Tuesday 
it is countdown day right here in the State of Tennessee. 


Tennessee, along with Kentucky, are very crucial. We 
expect to get some momentum next week up there in 
Michigan and Maryland. And let me assure you, if we 
get that momentum, we want it to be contagious, and we 
want it right down here in Tennessee, as well. 

Now we have got great leadership here with Senator 
Baker, Governor Dunn, Jimmy Quillen, Robin Beard, my 
old friend Dan Kuykendall, and Bill Brock. It is just a 
great organization of people that have either served with 
me in the Congress or I have known, such as Governor 
Dunn, when he was the Governor of your State and did so 
extremely well and who was the head of the Governor’s 
Conference. These people have had an opportunity to 
observe, to see how I voted, how I talked in the Congress, 
what I tried to do, and their endorsement of me means a 
great deal. 

So, I am deeply grateful to each and all of them, and 
I am equally appreciative of your willingness to be a 
volunteer out in the frontline because, as I said a momemt 
ago, that is where the battle is won. 

If I could give you a few words or a few ideas that 
you might use as you talk to your neighbors, to your busi- 
ness associates, to your friends, I can summarize it very 
quickly. 

Why should Jerry Ford be the next President for the 4 
years ahead of us? I think it is very simple. One, I have 
got a record. It is not predicated on promises with no 
experience. It is predicated on the basis of struggling with 
the Congress, on the one hand—not with Howard and 
Jimmy, but with those other fellows. [Laughter] It is 
experience in working with the Congress to get them to 
do something or to prevent the Congress from doing some- 
thing. And I can tell you it is very helpful to be able to 
call people to help affirmatively, like Jim or Howard, or 
to ask them to stand with me when those goings are tough 
with the vetoes that we have. 

Continuity in the office is important. Some of the things 
that we have to meet on a day-to-day basis relate to what 
happened in the past, and to have a little background is 
sometimes extremely helpful, both as to time and as to 
content. So whether it is experience or continuity, those 
are important assets. 

Number three, let me talk just a minute about the 
record. We try to summarize our achievements in three 
words—peace, prosperity, and trust. I think we have done 
a good job. We achieved the peace during the 21 months 
that I have been President. We have got it today, and we 
have the programs, both military and diplomatic, to keep 
it in the future. Let me point out, as Howard did on 
several occasions today, I am the first President in 13 
years who can go to the American people and say our 
country is at peace. 

There is one other point. The young people who are on 
college campuses, it is the first time in over 40 years that 
a young man graduating from college and/or high school 
isn’t faced with mandatorily going into Selective Service. 
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We achieve our manpower requirements in the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, and Marines by volunteers. And so we 
have a good military organization, but we also have the 
option for young people if they want to do otherwise. 

Now, let’s talk for just a minute about prosperity. You 
don’t know how tough it was—I suspect some of you do. 
A year ago we had nearly 9 percent unemployment. A lot 
of people were saying, Mr. President, you have got to 
spend a lot more money, you have got to initiate a whole 
lot of new, costly programs with all kinds of new Federal 
bureaucracy, you have got to do a multitude of other 
things in a panic. 

We didn’t do it. We held the line. We vetoed 49 bills— 
42 of them were sustained, and we saved $13 billion of the 
American taxpayers’ money. That is our track record. Of 
course, I got a lot of help from Howard and Jimmy and 
some of the other staunch people, because we have to get 
a third in order to achieve that result—so we did. 


What are the facts now? Twelve months after a seri- 
ous drop into the depths of a recession we are on the way 
up, and everything that is supposed to be going up is go- 
ing up and everything that is supposed to be going down 
is going down. The rate of inflation has been cut better 
than 50 percent, and if you take the first 3 months of this 
year, we have cut it 75 percent from the high of 1974. We 
added 3,300,000 more people in our labor market in the 
last 12 months, including 710,000 in the last 30 days. So 
the whole monentum is really surging for a good, pros- 
perous future for this country, and I think I had some- 
thing to do with it. 

I have one quick other comment. They weren’t very 
happy days to walk into the Oval Office on August 8 [9], 
1974. The American people had lost a lot of confidence in 
our government. You all know the reasons. It has been a 
long way up to where I think we have restored that con- 
fidence, and the restoration of that confidence was ab- 
solutely essential to get America moving again. America 
is moving, and I think the restoration of confidence, trust, 
integrity, candor, forthrightness has been a major factor. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 1:21 p.m. in the English Pub at the 
Holiday Inn Rivermont. 


Memphis, Tennessee 


The President’s Remarks at a Republican Party 
Reception. May 14, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Howard. I also want to 
thank Jim Quillen and your Governor, Winfield Dunn, 
who have accompanied me today as we have traveled from 
Johnson City to here in Memphis. I appreciate their full 


support, I appreciate their endorsement, and I likewise am 
deeply grateful for your participation, your support. 

I am here to ask it. I am here to urge you to support 
my candidacy because I think we have got a good record. 
It is a record that I think is one that, if we are able to con- 
tinue it for the next 4 years, will give us the kind of peace 
that we want and have today, the kind of prosperity that 
the American people can have if we do the right thing, 
and the kind of trust and confidence in the White House 
which I think is essential. 

Now, let me take just a minute or two. As Howard 
said, I became President under somewhat difficult circum- 
stances. It wasn’t easy, but I can assure you that we started 
out with a reputation of integrity, a reputation of some 
25-plus years as a person who called them as he saw them, 
who talked straight, did his job, and was successful. 

We have tried to pursue exactly the same kind of a 
policy since I have become President. The door is open 
for those who want to talk to us. We tell the story as we 
see it. We promise only that which we can deliver and we 
deliver everything we promise and that is a pretty good 
record. 

When I became President, because the country had 
gone through a very traumatic experience, many of our 
allies were uncertain. Our adversaries weren’t quite sure 
and there could have been a temptation for them to ex- 
ploit a situation which was very difficult, but by the kind 
of programs that we have carried out, solidifying our allies 
and making certain that they know that we are going to 
stand with those countries in Western Europe, that we are 
going to continue to make progress in the Middle East, 
that when we talk to the Japanese, whether it is when I 
visited Japan or when the Emperor visited here, that 
Japan knows that they can depend upon us. 

As you look around the world you know today that 
America is respected. America is looked upon as the leader 
of the free world. Our allies trust us, and our adversaries 
are respectful of our strength and our capabilities. 

If you look here at home, think back to August, 1974— 
the rate of inflation was 12 percent or more per year, the 
highest in 40 years. What is it today? For the first 3 months 
of 1976, it is less than 3 percent per year. In other words, 
if you compare 1974 with the first 3 months of 1976, we 
have cut the rate of inflation by 75 percent. That is a 
pretty good record, by any standards. 

Then, refresh your memory, if you would, back to May 
or April of 1975. We were in the depths of a serious reces- 
sion. Many people in political life, a number of people— 
leaders of organized labor—were predicting a depression 
comparable to the 1930’s. They were the prophets of 
doom and gloom. They said we had to do dramatic, 
drastic things, that we had to push the panic button. We 
had a lot of pressures, believe me. A lot of people were 
banging on the door of the Oval Office wanting us to 
spend a lot more money, wanting us to undertake this 
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quick-fix program. We didn’t succumb to that. We said 
the right thing we are going to do. I knew it would work. 
We weren’t going to succumb to expediency. We didn’t. 

And where are we today? We have got 3,300,000 more 
people working today than a year ago. We have 87,400,- 
000 people gainfully employed in America—the most 
gainfully employed in the history of the United States. 


I guess you can summarize it, because of the policies 
that I initiated, the policies that I implemented, the poli- 
cies that have been successful that have come out of this 
administration, the Oval Office, everything that is sup- 
posed to be going up is going up and everything that is 
supposed to be going down is going down. That is not a 
bad record, either. 

So, I am delighted to see you all, and I am delighted 
to see so many good Republicans. I have been in Memphis 
when there were considerably fewer than this and, as Dan 
Kuykendall would verify, I have been here a good many 
years ago on a number of occasions to try and help build 
a Republican Party. I think it is the party that has the 
right philosophy, and I think I have done a good job as 
the head of the Republican Party for the last 21 months. 

Therefore, I very strongly urge, I strongly would ap- 
preciate your support on May 25. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:36 p.m. in the Dunster Room at 


the Holiday Inn Rivermont after being introduced by Senator 
Howard H. Baker, Jr. 


Louisville, Kentucky 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
Standiford Field. May 14, 1976 


THE PRESENT. Good afternoon. It is real nice to be here 
with my good friend Tim Lee Carter and Thruston Mor- 
ton and Ambassador John Sherman Cooper and other 
leaders of the Republican Party. We had a good, full day 
in Tennessee, and now it is great to be in Kentucky. 

I know that some people have raised the question from 
time to time, “Well, why doesn’t President Ford get out 
and spend 7 days a week on the campaign trail?” The 
answer is very simple. We have to have a President. I 
work pretty full-time at that. And the net result is we 
have, I think, had some good programs and great success, 
whether it is in the field of foreign policy—and I think 
John Sherman Cooper could be a good witness to that— 
our success in Western Europe. We have had good suc- 
cess in coming out of a recession, the worst in 4 years, 
where we now are well on the road to sound prosperity 
and most importantly, I think, we have restored the con- 
fidence of the American people in the White House. 


We have done all of this in 21 months of success. And 
I think the American peopie are interested in progress, in 
substance rather than in campaigning. 

I will be glad to answer some questions. 

Q. Sir, the mere fact that you brought Ambassador 
Cooper in with you today, or is here with you today, does 
this mean you feel like maybe you are in bad straits here 
in Kentucky? Mr. Reagan is fairly popular here. 

THE Present. I think we will do all right in Ken- 
tucky. I have been here a number of times. I have been 
up to Tim Lee Carter’s district in London. They had 
3,000 people up there a couple of years ago. I have been 
in Louisville a good many times, Lexington, and I think 
we have got a lot of friends in Kentucky. And I am de- 
lighted to see some good friends like Ambassador Cooper 
and Thruston Morton and Tim Lee Carter. They are 
good friends of mine, and I think I have got a few others, 
so I think we will do all right. 

Q. Mr. President, it was one of our Congressmen here, 
Gene Snyder, who is responsible for releasing Ambassador 
Bunker’s testimony on the Panama Canal negotiations. 
Do you think that was a proper move on his part? 

THE Present. Well, I wouldn’t pass judgment on 
whether it was proper or not. 

Q. He hasn’t got you in trouble, has he? 

Tue PresmipENT. Oh, no, no because we have been 
very frank about what the aim and objective was. We 
were negotiating as President Johnson did, as President 
Nixon did for a long, long-term 50-year treaty. There was 
nothing deceptive about it. I understood that Congress- 
man Snyder did it for whatever reasons he felt, good or 
bad, but there was no attempt on our part to decide oth- 
erwise as to what we were aiming at. We were doing the 
same thing that Mr. Johnson had, what Mr. Nixon was 
doing, and I am glad that Senator Barry Goldwater sup- 
ports me in this effort. 

Q. Mr. President, do you agree with some of those who 
say that the type of campaign that Ronald Reagan has 
been waging has hurt the Republican Party in its chances 
for victory in November? 

THE PRrEsmIvENT. I wouldn’t describe it as that. He has 
been campaigning full-time. He doesn’t have the respon- 
sibility that I have, but I am not going to pass judg- 
ment on the kind of campaign he has been running. We 
expect to win regardless of his campaign. 

Q. Mr. President, Jimmy Carter has suggested today 
that your decision on holding up the signing of this nu- 
clear agreement was based on your problems with Ronald 
Reagan, and he says that it has reached the point where 
foreign policy is being made on the basis of this Presiden- 
tial Republican primary contest. 

THE Presiwent. No, I think I know a little bit more 
about that treaty than Jimmy Carter does, and I know a 
little bit more about the negotiations that took place and 
materialized in that treaty. That treaty is a very compli- 
cated one. We had to take some extra time, and we did. 
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It is a good treaty, and that is the most important thing. 
We have got a breakthrough by being very hard negotia- 
tors with the Soviet Union, and I am proud as President 
Ford that we got for the first time in some 25 or 30 years 
on-site inspection in the Soviet Union. No other President 
before me has accomplished that. That is a real break- 
through. I think if Jimmy Carter took a look at it, he 
would not make any such allegations about it. 

Q. When will we be doing that, sir? 

THE PresipEnT. We will do it as quickly as we can get 
the whole thing fully analyzed, fully organized for the 
signing. ‘There is no set time on it. 

Q. I think the point that he was trying to say was not 
that it was a good or bad thing, but that he 

Tue Presiwenrt. I am sorry, I cannot hear you, Mr. 
Jones. 

Q. I think the point of his comment was not whether 
it was good or bad but the fact that you had delayed sign- 
ing it for political reasons. 

Tue Presment. I think Ron Nessen answered that 
well yesterday when he said politics had no impact on 
whether it was signed yesterday or a week from now or 2 
weeks from now. 





Q. Mr. President, you said earlier that you wouldn’t 
give consideration to Mr. Reagan as possibly holding a 
spot on your ticket as the Vice Presidential candidate. 
Can you tell us why? 

Tue Preswent. That is very simple. Mr. Reagan in- 
dicated publicly he wasn’t interested. 

Reporter. Thank you very much. 


note: The President spoke at 4:40 p.m. 


Louisville, Kentucky 


The President’s Remarks at a President Ford Committee 
General Reception. May 14, 1976 


Thruston Morton, Ambassador John Sherman Cooper, 
my former colleague in the House of Representatives, Tim 
Lee Carter, these wonderful party people and President 
Ford leaders, and all of you wonderful people here in 
Kentucky: 

I just want to thank you very, very much for the warm 
reception. I am deeply grateful. 

As we were flying in I was trying to recollect how many 
times I have been in Louisville and Kentucky, whether it 
was helping to campaign for another candidate for Con- 
gress or a Member of the Senate or whether it was a gu- 
bernatorial candidate or just down here to raise money for 
the Republican Party. But it has been a good many times, 


and the net result is I think I have a few friends in the 
State of Kentucky and the Republican Party. 

I know with all of you people out here who can do a 
job in the Third District and throughout the State of Ken- 
tucky, boy, if Thruston Morton says we can win here in 
Kentucky, I believe him, and we can. 

But let me talk for just a minute, if I might, about why 
I think we ought to win. Thruston touched on several of 
the points but I like to simplify it and say when you look 
at the record, it is substantively good and it has been good 
for America and 215 million other Americans. 

Peace, prosperity, trust—that is what the Ford record 
is for 21 months. If you go back to August of 1974, you 
will recall that there were many, many people throughout 
the world, many nations, many leaders, our allies who 
were uncertain as to what the new administration would 
do. John Sherman Cooper, from his long experience in 
not only political life but in diplomatic circles, could tell 
you that our friends around the world were uncertain. 
They didn’t know just what the policy of the new adminis- 
tration would be. They didn’t know how to react and, of 
course, our adversaries were also uncertain. 

But if you look at the record for the last 21 months, you 
will find that we have strengthened our alliances in West- 
ern Europe. NATO today, with the United States playing 
a very major role, is in the best shape it has ever been, 
and the net result is we are going to keep peace in West- 
ern Europe. 

Or, if you go to the Middle East, in the 21 months since 
I have been President, we made additional progress, sig- 
nificant progress towards a permanent, just, equitable 
peace in that very volatile, very controversial part of the 
world. 

Do you know why we were able to have a major func- 
tion in getting Arabs, on the one hand, and Israelis, on the 
other? Because they trust this administration, they know 
we have the capability militarily and diplomatically. They 
know that we are doing the best we can to solve some of 
the most difficult problems in international affairs in the 
history of mankind, but we made one major step in that 
area, and we can make some more in the years ahead. 

Or, if you go to the Pacific, we suffered a setback in 
Vietnam. Many people in that part of the worid felt that 
we were going to withdraw and not participate. But, be- 
cause we have strengthened our alliance with Japan, 
today, along with other allies in the Pacific, the United 
States has a presence and a meaningful influence in the 
Pacific. 

So, regardless of where you look in this world today, the 
United States can hold its head high, it can be proud. We 
have got the military capability to convince our allies of 
our strength and to keep our adversaries from taking any 
risks whatsoever. So this administration has achieved 
peace, we have it, and 4 more years will keep peace. 
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But let’s look back, for a moment, to see where we were 
a year ago, as far as the economy was concerned. We were 
in the depths of the worst recession in the last 40 years. 
It had been preceded in 1974 by inflation that was 12 
percent or better per annum—the highest inflation by 
some 50 years. 

I can recall very vividly some labor leaders and some 
politicians, mainly on the other side of the aisle, who lost 
their cool and got panicky and said to the President and 
said to some Members of Congress, we have got to spend 
a lot more Federal money, we have got to add a lot of new 
programs, we have to do a lot of things on an emergency 
basis. 

Well, that sounded like good politics then, but the truth 
is it was the wrong thing to do, and I didn’t do it. I kept 
my cool. We fought off the Congress. I vetoed 49 bills— 
42 of them have been sustained, and we have saved the 
taxpayer $13 billion. And I will add a footnote: If they 
send any more of those budget-busting bills down to the 
White House, I will veto them again and again and again. 

I am not talking rhetoric about saving taxpayers 
money; I am talking about fact, and that is what counts 
in this ballgame. 

Yes, and let’s take a look at the problem of the Federal 
budget. In January this year, I submitted to the Congress 
a budget that would cut the growth of Federal spending 
by 50 percent, and I said that we need another tax reduc- 
tion beginning July 1 of $10 billion, 75 percent of it to go 
to individuals, 25 percent to go to industry. The 75 per- 
cent to go to individuals, that is you and you and you and 
everybody in this country. We would do it by increasing 
the personal exemption from $750 to $1,000 per year, so 
we could give a tax reduction to the middle-income people 
who have been shortchanged over the long years. Then 
the other 25 percent of that $10 billion we want to go to 
industry. 

Why? So they can expand, so they will have an incen- 
tive to invest, to modernize, to improve their facilities so 
we can become more productive, provide more jobs in 
this country. 

So, the Ford administration has been in the forefront in 
tax reduction, in the reduction of Federal expenditures, 
and the net result of this well-balanced program, we can 
also promise you a balanced budget in 1979. 

I was telling you how bad things were a year ago. Now 
let me take a few minutes to tell you how good things are 
in 1976. A year ago we were in this recession. In the last 
12 months we have added 3,300,000 more jobs in this 
country, and we have added in the last month, the month 
of April, throughout the United States in 30 days, 710,- 
000 more jobs, so that is pretty good. 

I know everybody in this country suffered through that 
12 percent inflation that we had in 1974 when I became 


President. For the first 3 months of 1976, if you annualize 
the inflation rate, it is under 3 percent. So, from 12 per- 
cent down to under 3 percent, that is a 75 percent reduc- 
tion. That is not bad, either. 

So, when you add it up, we are on a surge out of that 
recession, and we are leading in a strong and affirmative 
way to the kind of prosperity that is good for all of us, 

One final comment. I will never forget the day that 
I was sworn in, took the oath of office—August 8 [9], 
1974. It wasn’t a happy day. This country had gone 
through a traumatic experience. The American people 
had lost confidence. There was a lack of confidence in 
government, and so we had to start to rebuild that con- 
fidence, to get the American people to have trust and 
faith in their President. They had to believe that the 
President would be frank, he would be forthright, he 
would epitomize integrity. I think in 21 months I have 
reestablished that confidence. The American people know 
that. 

I have worked with Thruston Morton since January 3, 
1949. He was a 2-year veteran when I got to Washington, 
and we have had a friendship over a long, long period 
of time. Thruston Morton knows the work that I have 
done, the character that I have. I have had the privilege 
of knowing John Sherman Cooper for—well, he was in 
Congress when I came and then he left and went to India 
and then he came back. John knows of the work that I 
have done and the reputation that I have. I have had 
the privilege of working with Tim Lee Carter for the 
time that he was in Congress and I was privileged to bea 
Member of the House of Representatives and the White 
House. I could not ask for three finer individuals to en- 
dorse my candidacy for election in 1976. 

Yes, this country is on a new path, a new direction. 
Everything that is supposed to be going up is going up and 
everything that is going down is supposed to be going 
down. So, we are on the road to progress in America. 
This administration promises only that which we can 
deliver and we deliver everything that we promise. 

Now, I look out at this crowd and I know there is a 
lot of talent and drive and energy and enthusiasm. I am 
deeply grateful that you are here. I am most appreciative 
of your support. You are doing a lot. Betty and I are 
indebted to you. But let me make a commitment to you: 
I won’t let you down in the next 4 years. 

So, let’s win that primary fight here in Kentucky. We 
are going to win in Michigan. We are going to win in 
Kansas City, and we are going to win in November, so we 
can do the job in the next 4 years. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:15 p.m. at the Kentucky Fair and 
Exposition Center. Prior to his remarks at the general roception, the 


President greeted President Ford Committee reception guests in the 
Reception Room at the Center. 
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Selected Reserve of the Armed Forces 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing S. 2115 
Concerning Presidential Authority To Call the 
Reserves to Active Duty. May 14, 1976 


Congressman Carter, distinguished members of the mili- 
tary: 

It is a great privilege to be in Louisville and to have the 
opportunity of signing this very important legislation. 

In creating an all-volunteer military force, our coun- 
try has strongly emphasized the very key role which our 
National Guard and Reserve forces play in our overall 
defense. 

Existing law requires that a national emergency be 
declared prior to any involuntary immobilization of our 
Reserve forces. This means that these forces are not now 
available to augment our active forces in the very cases 
where their prompt availability might indeed prevent a 
situation from developing into a genuine emergency. 


This bill provides the President of the United States 
with the authority to call to active duty not more than 
50,000 members of the Selected Reserve to serve for a 
period not to exceed 90 days. Under this legislation, we 
can more effectively utilize many key elements of our 
Reserve and National Guard forces. For example, over 
60 percent of our tactical airlift and over 50 percent of 
our strategic airlift capability are made up of Reserve and 
National Guard personnel. 

In signing this bill, I can assure the American people 
that its provisions will be invoked only when clearly war- 
ranted and at such times most judiciously. 


I congratulate the Congress in enacting this legislation 
which was requested by me and the Department of De- 
fense, and I am sure it will very strongly help and assist 
our overall efforts to be ready for any emergency and to 
preserve the peace. 

Nove: The President spoke at 6:09 p.m. at the Galt House Hotel 
in Louisville, Ky, 


As enacted, the bill (S. 2115) is Public Law 94—286, approved 
May 14, 1976. 


Louisville, Kentucky 


The President’s Remarks at the 50th Annual Armed 
Forces Day Dinner. May 14, 1976 


General Van Stockum, Ambassador Cooper, Congress- 
man Tim Lee Carter, Congressman Mazzoli, Congress- 
man Gene Snyder, members of the Armed Services, 
distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

I am extremely proud to be here in Louisville this 
evening to address the Armed Forces Committee and 
their many, many friends. It is a tremendous privilege 


and great honor to address this very distinguished group 
of outstanding Americans, citizens who are vitally inter- 
ested, as I am, in the defense of this country. 

I was happy to see that even in the midst of all the 
excitement of the Kentucky Derby, one of our National 
Guardsmen, Sergeant Gary Wald, who was here tonight, 
I understand, was on the alert. I salute Gary for his quick 
thinking and quick action in smothering that smoke bomb 
thrown on to the race track. And good luck to you, Gary. 

You know, we could sure use a few more like Sergeant 
Wald to smother some of the smoke that is clouding the 
real issues before the American people in 1976. But I 
am not here to talk about races, horses or political. I 
came here to tell you my deep concern and feeling about 
defense and military preparedness. 

The first person to address this very distinguished orga- 
nization at its first Armed Services banquet in 1919 was 
the great General John J. Pershing. Pershing spoke after 
the end of World War I—a war that had found America 
unprepared. Pershing knew what it meant to go to war 
unprepared. He had seen for himself the terrible price it 
had cost in American blood spilled in the trenches of 
France. 

Like any other military commander, Pershing wanted 
his fighting forces held together as a single American 
unit but, at first, he was forced to split off some of his 
divisions to fight alongside the British and French forces. 

The question is legitimate: Why was that? One very 
important reason: The American expeditionary force 
had no tanks, and in 1917 tanks were rapidly changing 
the nature of the battlefield. Tanks were the decisive punch 
in any attack in World War I. 

Our fighting forces have come a long, long way since 
those days. Speaking here tonight, not 30 miles from the 
armor center of the United States Army at Fort Knox, 
let me say tanks today are a critical element of the Amer- 
ican ground combat capability. As we saw, vividly saw in 
the 1973 Middle East war, the tanks played a central 
role in ground combat. 

And as part of our budget for fiscal year 1977, which 
I submitted to the Congress in January of this year, we are 
going to make sure that American soldiers have nothing 
but the best in this very crucial area. That budget calls for 
the purchase of better than 30 percent more tanks in the 
budget for fiscal year 1975. 

We have gone from a single line of production to a 
second line and, if necessary to meet the requirements, we 
will go to a third line. And we are now testing advanced 
tanks to select the very, very best that can be provided to 
the American soldier. 

We can also look with great confidence to our sub- 
stantial arsenal of the world’s most effective anti-tank sys- 
tems, both air as well as ground. American technology and 
American skills have made us the foundation of the free 
world’s military might, but we must use that great resource 
to stay ahead. 
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Research and development is an important, very crucial 
element, and in my fiscal year 1977 budget, I recom- 
mended a billion dollars more, or an 1 1-percent increase in 
Defense Department research and development. With 
this kind of money, we can do the job. 

If you look at the record, you will find that we have laid 
the keel for the first of a series of new missile launching 
submarines, the Trident missile fleet, which will be the 
foundation for a strong and technologically superior force 
through the 1980's. 

We are developing new fighters and new interconti- 
nental ballistic missiles for the 1980’s and a cruise missile 
for our air and naval forces. 

The B-1 is approaching its final testing, and every test 
so far is on the plus side. And I have recommended the 
procurement funds for the 200-plus aircraft which will be 
phased in to replace our B—52’s. 

I want to say this to all of you: We owe our soldiers, 
every one of us—those in civilian life or those in military 
life—we owe our soldiers, sailors, airmen and marines the 
finest tools, the finest equipment, the finest leadership that 
this country can provide. And we are going to provide 
it. 

That goes for all members of the total force that pro- 
tects America, both active and Reserve components. The 
National Guard and Reserve forces are a great part of 
America’s fighting team, and I intend to continue improv- 
ing the combat power and the readiness of that force. 

Within the last 2 hours, as some of you may know, I 
signed a law, a bill making our National Guard and Re- 
serve units an even more significant part of our total forces. 

Until today, it took a national emergency or an act 
of Congress to put the Reserves into action. Under 
this new law, the President will be able to mobilize 
up to 50,000 of selected Reserves for a period of 
190 days. Of course, we all hope and we all trust that 
such an order will never have to be given, but if it is, we 
can now count on the effective deployment of a significant 
number of reservists to participate with our active duty 
personnel on the defense of this great country. 

This means that our Reserve and National Guard are 
being given an increased responsibility, a greater im- 
portance in our total force complex, so it is more impor- 
tant than ever that they be equipped and treated as first- 
class units. Secretary Rumsfeld and I are going to see that 
this advanced equipment is available to your units 
throughout the country. 

I was glad to find that the Kentucky Air National 
Guard has just replaced their outmoded R-F 101’s with 
one of our most modern reconnaissance fighters, the 
R-F-4-C. This is the type of improvement that we are 
aiming to achieve across the board, and we will achieve 
with the support of Congress. 

Organizations such as those represented here in this 
room tonight—the 100th Army Reserve Division, the 
Kentucky Air National Guard, the Retired Officers’ As- 
sociation and the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps—are 


a very integral part of the fighting team that deserves 
America’s support. 

Throughout our history, America has shown its ability 
to raise great fighting forces on very short notice. In World 
War I, for example, within 18 months General Pershing 
was able to produce an army of some 2 million strong that 
decisively defeated troops hardened by 4 years of war in 
Europe. In fact, the speed at which America has been mo- 
bilized has been matched only by the speed with which 
America dismantled much of its military establishment 
time and time again, and tragically leaving us ill-prepared 
for the next threat to our priceless freedom. 

Today, America can no longer afford to rely on the 
roller coaster approach, the peak and valley way we have 
done it in the past in handling our national defense ca- 
pabilities. The awesome speed, the technology of mod- 
ern warfare mean we would not have 18 months in the 
decade of the seventies or the eighties or the nineties. 
We wouldn’t have 18 months. I think the record is clear 
we wouldn’t have 18 days to prepare our own defenses. 

If we are forced to fight again, the next war is likely 
to be come-as-you-are. Instant readiness is another term. 
We are strong today. We are well-prepared to deter war 
as we have. But if deterrences should fail, we are well- 
prepared to control the conflict and to avoid nuclear 
confrontation. 

Our job now is to make sure that America remains 
strong, and I promise you as Commander in Chief and as 
President that we will remain strong in the future, as we 
have in the past. 

In my budgets for fiscal year 1976 and 1977, I took the 
necessary steps to stop the downward trend in American 
military spending for which the Congress must bear the 
exclusive responsibility. That trend in Congress has re- 
duced the defense share of our Federal budget to its low- 
est level since fiscal year 1940 and the lowest share of our 
gross national product since before the Korean War. 

This has come to pass for one very specific reason— 
because the Congress over the last 10 years has reduced 
defense budget proposals of three Presidents by some $45 
to $50 billion. 


When I was in the Congress, I fought that trend for 
some 25 years. For 14 of those years, I had the privilege 
to serve on the House Appropriations Subcommittee that 
reviewed the total defense budget submitted by Presidents 
from 1953 to 1965. For 14 years, for 5 months a year, 
for 5 days a week, 5 hours a day, I listened, along with the 
other members of the subcommittee, to Secretaries of De- 
fense, Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, all the Sec- 
retaries of the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, as well as 
the top generals and admirals in all of the services. 


It was a great experience and gave me a foundation 
and a background I think unmatched by anybody in the 
Congress. What I learned at that time confirmed the 
lesson of my wartime experiences in the Navy—the lesson 
that peace demands preparedness and that weakness in- 
vites war. 
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In my 2 years as your President, I assure you that I 
have fully utilized all of this background and experience 
in putting together, as your Commander in Chief, pro- 
grams for national defense which produce two of the 
largest peacetime defense budgets in the history of the 
United States. 

This year, with that budget that I submitted of $112 
point some billion and $101 billion in spending, we must 
not let the Congress do as they have done in the last 10 
years—slash the Defense Department budget for fiscal 
year 1977. And I call on your help to prevent this from 
happening in 1976. 

Several weeks ago, just to make the point with many 
of my former colleagues in the Congress, I bluntly warned 
the House as well as the Senate if the defense budget is 
weakened, it will be vetoed. And I will go to the American 
people to make sure that the blame is put where it be- 
longs—in the House as well as in the Senate. 

Now, with a budget of this capability, we all recognize 
that the United States, if we get the budget from the Con- 
gress, we will have a national defense program that will 
meet all of the missions, all of the challenges, all of the 
problems that we would expect, anticipate, or put on our 
doorstep in the future. 

We must stay prepared. We must keep our forces strong 
to keep the peace. What does that mean? That means hav- 
ing the best soldiers, the best sailors, the best airmen, the 
best marines, and giving them the finest training and the 
most effective equipment and the most outstanding leader- 
ship that we have in this great country. That means setting 
a firm course for the Federal Government not just in the 
defense budget, but in all the areas where we can help to 
keep America the greatest nation in the history of man- 
kind. 

President Eisenhower, when he was General of the 
Army, once remarked that our fighting forces are just the 
cutting edge of a great machine. The inspiration and 
power for that machine, he said, are found in the hearts of 
our many citizens. The spiritual powers of a nation—its 
religious faith, its self-reliance, its capacity for intelligent 
sacrifice—Ike called these the most important stones in 
any defense structure. 


Our defenses are strong not just because their fighting 
or cutting edge is sharp, but because America’s spirit is 
unbeatable. America is prosperous, peaceful, and proud 
on its 200th birthday. All of us must do our part to see that 
America remains strong in every respect. 


We will do our part. America will stand ready to meet 
the challenges and the responsibilities of our third century 
not just for us, but more importantly for our children and 
our children’s children. It is our obligation. We will do it. 

Thank you very, very much. 

NoTE: The Presiden: spoke at 7:33 p.m. in the Archibald Room at 


the Galt House Hotel. Prior to his remarks, the President attended a 
Teception in the Kings Head Room for dinner guests. 
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Michigan Whistle-stop Tour 


The President’s Remarks During His Train Trip From 
Flint to Niles. May 15, 1976 


[1.] Furnt (9:18 a.m.) 


Let me say at the outset how wonderful it is to be back 
in Michigan, our home State. Betty and I are deeply 
grateful for this wonderful turnout in Flint. We have been 
here many, many times and we are deeply appreciative for 
your reception and the help and assistance we have gotten 
from the people in the Flint area over the years, and we are 
especially grateful for the tremendous turnout. 

I ask you to help us on Tuesday. We must win in Mich- 
igan, and Flint is very important. 

Let me tell you why I think we ought to win. If you will 
reflect just a bit back to August of 1974, when I took the 
oath of office as President of the United States, this coun- 
try was having many, many troubles. There was a loss of 
confidence in the White House itself. We were on the brink 
of an economic recession, the worst in 40 years, and infla- 
tion was at 12 percent or higher. Our allies around the 
world, because of our domestic problems, were uncertain 
as to whether the United States had the will and the ca- 
pability to meet its responsibility of leadership in the free 
world. Our adversaries around the world were uncertain 
as to whether we would continue one course of action or 
another. 

In the last 21 months I think Jerry Ford has done a 
good job, and I want your help. Of course, I have had a 
lot of help from First Mama, too. [Laughter] But let’s take 
a look at where we are today. In the first place, because 
of my openness, my candor, and my proven integrity, the 
American people know that they have a reason to have the 
feeling of confidence in the White House and the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

This administration has achieved the peace that we 
have today because of our military capability and our dip- 
lomatic skill. And we have the capability, militarily and 
otherwise, to maintain that peace in the future, and we are 
going to do so. 

Let me remind all of you that for the first time in 20 
years a President can either seek reelection or seek elec- 
tion and say that this country is at peace. And I can say 
to you without any hesitation or reservation that we do 
have the capability today, we will have it tomorrow, to 
maintain that peace, and with this administration for the 
next 4 years we will. 

Let’s take a look at the economy. I know Michigan 
has had a tough time in the last 12 months. We have had 
difficult times around the United States, but I inherited 
the situation. Where do we stand as far as inflation is 
concerned? When I became your President, it was 12 
percent or higher. For the first 3 months of 1976 the rate 
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of inflation has been reduced to 3 percent or less. That is 
progress, and we are going to make more of it in the 
future. 

A year ago today, we were having serious employ- 
ment problems, and we still have them in some areas of 
our country, including the State of Michigan, but in the 
last 12 months we have added 3,300,000 jobs in the 
United States. We have 87,400,000 people gainfully 
employed, an all-time record. 

Unemployment is going down and employment is going 
up, and we are going to keep those trends going with my 
policies. As a matter of fact, everything that is supposed 
to be going down is going down and everything that is 
supposed to be going up is going up. 

One final comment. This administration has taken the 
position from the very day that I took the oath of office: 
We will promise no more than we can deliver and we will 
deliver everything we promise. That is a good program, 
and I want you to support it. 

With your help on Tuesday, we can send a message 
across the whole United States. And if you give me the 
support that I think this record deserves, I promise you 
that in the next 4 years I will not let you down, I will 
continue the good job that we have done for the last 21 
months. 


Thank you for your help. 
[2.] Duranp (10:17 a.m.) 


Betty and I are deeply grateful for this wonderful wel- 
come back home, and we thank you very, very much. 

This is a wonderful train trip through the heart of 
Michigan. Is is just for one day but it is the beginning of a 
great trip from now to November 2 when we are going to 
win the election. 

I want to thank particularly the people who have helped 
here in Durand and all of the surrounding area. 

But, let me say very emphatically, I need your help on 
Tuesday, and if you give us the help that I know you 
will, it will be a tremendous impact throughout the coun- 
try. I won’t let Michigan down. Don’t you let me down on 
November 2 or next Tuesday. 


Now, let me take just a minute to tell you why I want 
you to support me. First, when I became President in 
August of 1974, this country was in deep trouble. There 
was a lack of confidence in the White House. There had 
been scandals. There had been a tremendous disaffection 
by the American people. 

Secondly, we were suffering inflation of 12 percent, and 
we were on the brink of the worst economic conditions for 
the last 40 years. Unemployment was about to go up; 
employment was about to go down. And our allies abroad 
were uncertain, and our adversaries were concerned as to 
what we might do under the circumstances. 


What are the results of 21 months of Jerry Ford as 
President of the United States? We have restored trust 


in the White House. We have been open. We have been 
candid. We have been forthright. We have talked straight 
to the American people. And the net result is there is a 
restoration of trust by the American people in their Presi- 
dency. I think that deserves the support of the American 
people. 

But let’s take a look at the economic circumstances that 
have taken place in the last 21 months. We have reduced 
the rate of inflation from 12 percent to under 3 percent. 
That is a 75 percent cutback. That is a good record, andit 
ought to be supported by the American people. 

Twelve months ago, we were in the worst economic 
conditions this country had had for 40 years, but what 
has happened in the last 12 months? We have added 
3,300,000 jobs. We have now in America 87,400,000 peo- 
ple working, an all-time high. It is not good enough but it 
is a record, and we are going to do better in the next 4 
years with your help. 

Let me say this country is at peace. We achieved it, we 
have got it, and we are going to keep it with a Ford ad- 
ministration for the next 4 years. 

Let me just make this final comment. Those who have 
known me in Michigan in the 27 years that I have been 
honored to serve the people of this State, this country, I 
have always had the philosophy that you should not prom- 
ise more than you can produce and that you ought to pro- 
duce everything that you promise. That has been the key 
word of my public life—straight talk, a feeling that I rep- 
resented you and that I did the very best job that I pos- 
sibly could. 

We have had tough times the last 21 months. I have 
talked straight to the American people, they believe me, 
and I think they want the kind of trust and peace and 
prosperity that the Ford administration can give in the 
next 4 years. 


I ask for your help. I think I have earned it. And I will 
continue to be the kind of good President that you want 
for the next 48 months. 

Thank you very, very much. 


[3.] Lanstnc (11:28 a.m.) 


Good morning, everybody. Betty and I are delighted 
to be here in Lansing. We are delighted to be home in 
Michigan. We thank you for coming out in this beautiful 
Michigan weather. [Laughter] We thank all the bands. 
We thank all of you. 

You know, this train ride, which started in Flint and is 
going to end up in Niles, goes through the heartland of 
Michigan. It is a train ride that is the beginning of victory 
in Kansas City and in November of 1976. 

Just a few years ago President Harry Truman won with 
a whistle-stop, President Eisenhower with a whistle-stop, 
and President Ford is going to win with a whistle-stop. 

Let me just express Betty’s appreciation as well as min¢ 
for all of you coming here, and I want to ask you very 
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seriously for your help and assistance on next Tuesday. It 
is very critical that we maximize our vote in that election, 
and the help that all of you can give will be very signifi- 
cant, the help that you yourself give, the help that your 
neighbors give, your friends, and all of the people that you 
know. 

As you talk to your friends, let me give you a few ideas 
why they ought to vote for me. I think I have earned the 
right to be President for the next 4 years. 

If you will go back to August of 1974, this country was 
in a tough situation. The American people had lost the 
confidence of the White House. The American people 
were concerned about economic conditions. We had in- 
flation at 12 percent. We were on the brink of an eco- 
nomic recession, the worst in 40 years. People were 
concerned about where we were going in foreign policy. 
Our allies were not certain as to the will and as to the 
direction of the United States. Adversaries were con- 
cerned as well. 

In the last 21 months we have turned things around. 
We have taken the situation from a lack of trust and a 
lack of confidence so the American people today know 
they have a President who is frank, who is honest, who has 
integrity, is forthright, and the net result is the people can 
say they have trust in the White House and they trust 
Jerry Ford. 

We have made a lot of progress in trying to solve our 
economic problems. We are not home yet, but let me just 
give you some categories of the progress we have made. 
Twelve percent or more inflation in 1974—the first 3 
months of 1976, 3 percent—we have cut the rate of in- 
flation by 75 percent, and that is a darn good record. 
Secondly, a year ago unemployment was almost 9 percent. 
We have turned it around. In the last 12 months, we have 
added 3,300,000 more people with jobs in America, and 
we are going to do better and better in the months ahead. 

Just the month of April this year 710,000 more jobs in 
America, and you can see, I can see, all Americans can 
see that everything that is supposed to be going down is 
going down and everything that is supposed to be going 
up is going up and the Ford administration, Jerry Ford, 
can take credit for this progress. 

One final comment. We have got trust, we are making 
things better here at home, we are achieving the kind of 
economic progress that is necessary, and we have got 
peace in America today. We have.turned it around from 
a war that we were in a year ago to peace today, and with 
the programs that we have of military capability and 
diplomatic skill, we are going to keep the peace for the 
next 4 years. 

I had the privilege of representing some wonderful peo- 
ple just west of here for almost 26 years. I always believe 
that you should promise everything you can deliver and 
deliver everything that you promise, and I have done it 
as your President for 21 months and will do that for 4 
more years as well. 


As I said at the beginning, Betty and I are just pleased 
to be back here in Michigan with our home town or home 
State folks, and we are counting on you. It is a critical 
election on Tuesday, and let me say this: You won't let 
me down and Jerry Ford won’t let you down for the next 
4 years. 

Thank you very, very much. 


[4.] Barrie Creex (1:58 p.m.) 


Good afternoon. It is great to be in Battle Creek, and 
thank all of you for coming out. We love Michigan, we 
are glad to be back home. 

Betty and I started this train trip from Flint to Niles 
across the heartland of Michigan where we have many, 
many friends over a long, long period of time, so we have 
just had a wonderful reception and this one in Battle 
Creek is tremendous. And let me say that this train trip 
through the heartland of Michigan is the beginning of a 
victory in Kansas City that will end up with a victory on 
November 2. 

You know, I am an old Michigander—and I mean 
literally old. I played football so long ago back at Ann 
Arbor that it was back when the ball was round. 
[Laughter] 

But I have been honored and pleased to have on this 
trip with me two of the University of Michigan’s out- 
standing coaches, two friends of mine whose teams I have 
admired and cheered for on television and otherwise, and 
I am so pleased to have with me Bo Shembechler, the 
great football coach at the University of Michigan. Then, 
we also have with us that fine, fine coach of the University 
of Michigan basketball team, Johnny Orr. Thank you, 
Johnny. 

You know, the Ford candidacy has got the kind of 
momentum that the University of Michigan football team 
had last year and the kind of momentum that the Michi- 
gan basketball team had. We are going to keep going, but 
with all apologies we are going to win the final one No- 
vember 2, too. 

But let me say a word or two why Betty and I are here, 
why we want your vote. I think I have done a good job 
the last 21 months. Refresh your memory, if you will. 

In August of 1974, this country was in a very difficult 
situation. For reasons we all know, the American people 
had lost their confidence in the White House. There had 
been scandals in very high places. We all know that we 
were suffering at that time from inflation of 12 percent 
a year, and we know that we were on the brink of the 
worst economic times in the last 40 years, a serious 
recession. 

We also know that in August of 1974, our allies abroad 
were uncertain as to whether the American people and 
the American Government would meet its responsibilities 
on a worldwide basis, and our adversaries abroad were 
likewise uncertain as to their relationship with the United 
States. 


Volume 12—Number 21 








896 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


When I took office on August 8 [9] of 1974, it was not 
an easy job. We had a lot of things to do. We had some 
real tough jobs to handle and some very difficult and 
formidable obstacles ahead of us. 

BysTANpeER. You blew it. 

Tue Preswent. We blew it in the right direction, 
young man, and those of you who don’t agree—and if 
you would go out and look for a job, you would get one. 

Now let me say what we have done. We have taken 
inflation from 12 percent down to less than 3 percent, and 
that is a good record, by any standard. And in the last 
year we have added 3,300,000 more people on the pay- 
rolls and we added 710,000 more on the payrolls in the 
month of April. And we are going to get more and more 
people gainfully employed even though in April of this 
year we had 87,400 more people employed in the United 
States than any time in the history of America. That is a 
darn good record. 

Then, as we look around the rest of the world, I can 
tell you from my personal experiences that the United 
States of America, 215 million of us, we are respected as 
a nation because we are a leader in the world with our 
allies on the one hand, and we meet the challenges of our 
adversaries on the other. We have got peace now, we 
achieved it in the last year, and we are going to keep the 
peace through strength in the years ahead. 

Therefore, when you look at the record, I think it is a 
record that deserves support. I think it is a record that I 
can come to you and say, “Jerry Ford has done a good 
job, you ought to keep him on for the next 4 years.” 

So Betty and I are delighted to be in Battle Creek. We 
are most appreciative of your coming out on this Saturday 
afternoon. We thank you for what you have done in the 
past, and we urge you to go to the polls on Tuesday. We 
urge you to get your friends to go and vote for a record 
that I think will justify your support and will give Amer- 
ica the kind of leadership that it deserves for the next 4 
years. 

Thank you very kindly. 

[After making his arrival remarks, the President left the train to meet 
the community welcoming committee and members of the public 
audience. Upon reboarding the train, the President made additional 
remarks as follows:] 

Gee, you have been just a great audience here in Battle 
Creek, and it has made Betty and me feel so wonderful 
to come back home and see such wonderful people and to 
go through some of the areas of the State that we visited 
over the years and had an opportunity to see the blessings 
of Michigan. 

Really, we are going to do our very best between now 
and November 2 and starting next Tuesday to get those 
votes, to get those delegates, and to get those votes in 
November. And with your help next Tuesday, we will 
win, period. 

I would ask First Mama to make a speech, but I under- 
stand the train is about to pull out and I am afraid that if 


I let her speak it will make be look bad. You know, when. 
ever I have not got time to campaign—and I do have to 
be President a good share of the time—lI send Betty out 
to get my votes up to her polls. And she does a good job 
of it, and I am very, very grateful and thankful. 

You better get on, Rick, because we are leaving. He is 
a good photographer but I don’t want him to get lost as 
we move ahead. 

Real nice to see every one of you. I see so many people 
I have known over the years, and I just wish we could 
stay longer, but we do have to get to Kalamazoo and 
Niles. And we are going to end up up at Holland in the 
Tulip Parade. 

So, we have covered a lot of territory, or will by the 
time this day is over. 

Nice to see you. 

Thank you very much. 


[5.] KaLamazoo (2:48 p.m.) 


As soon as First Mama gets here, we will say a few 
words. Here she is. You can see who gets all the cheers in 
the Ford family. [Laughter] 

Let me say that Betty and I are very grateful for the 
wonderful reception we have had in the State of Michi- 
gan, starting in Flint and here in Kalamazoo. Of course, 
the further west we get in the State, the closer to home we 
get, so we know many, many people here in Kalamazoo. 
It is just great to be back in Michigan and have an op- 
portunity on this train ride to see as many of our friends 
as we have. 

You know, that train started in Flint; it is going to end 
down in Niles, Michigan. It is a train that is going to go 
from here to Kansas City. We are going to win in Kansas 
City, and we are going to win in November just as well. 

I would like to take just a few minutes, if I might, to 
first ask for your support and tell you why I want you to 
vote for Jerry Ford. You ought to have some good reasons, 
and let me tell you what they are. 

When I took the oath of office in August of 1974, this 
country was having all kinds of trouble. There had been 
a loss of confidence in the American people as far as their 
national Government was concerned. There had been 
scandals in high places. The American people were un- 
certain as to the leadership of this great country. 

At the same time, we were on the brink of an economic 
recession that was the worst in 40 years. This country was 
suffering in August of 1974 inflation at a rate of 12 per- 
cent or more. In August of that year, our allies abroad, 
whether it was in Western Europe or in the Pacific, were 
uncertain as to the leadership in the White House, and 
they were uncertain of the will and the resolve of the 
American people. And our adversaries abroad could have, 
if they were so disposed, might have taken advantage of 
this uncertainty. 

In the last 21 months I have tried to correct those prob- 
lems. And if you look at the record, Jerry Ford has done 
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agood job and he wants the job for another 4 years to do 
even a better job for all of you Americans. My program 
for the last 21 months has been one of peace, prosperity, 
and trust. We have the peace, we achieved it. We have 
the military capability, we have the diplomatic skill to keep 
the peace that we have now. And I pledge to you we will 
make a maximum effort and we will be successful in keep- 
ing the peace in the future for this country and for the 
world as a whole. 

Let me say a word about the progress we have made in 
tackling effectively the economic problems that I in- 
herited. I told you about 12 percent inflation. For the first 
3 months of 1976 the rate of inflation on an annual basis 
has been under 3 percent. That is a 75 percent reduction 
in the rate of inflation. That is a darn good record, and we 
ought to be proud of it. 

But, as I said, shortly after I took office we were hit with 
the worst economic recession in 40 years. Unemployment 
went up, employment went down. But let’s talk about 
what has happened in the last year. A year ago this reces- 
sion had hit us very badly, but since last April and May 
we made tremendous progress. 

In this 12-month period that we have added 3,300,000 
more jobs in America, and in the month of April of this 
year 710,000 more people got employment, got jobs in 
America. That is a good record. We ought to be proud 
of it. 

According to the Department of Labor, that reported to 
all of us a couple of weeks ago, 87,400,000 American peo- 
ple are gainfully employed in America today. It is the 
highest number in the history of the United States. That 
is good, but in the next 4 years we will do better every year. 
I pledge that to you as the President of the United States. 

So, Betty and I are here as your President and First 
Lady—some of you call her First Mama. We would like 
to serve you for the next 4 years, and we would like to do 
it on the basis of a successful record. 

The election next Tuesday is a very important election. 
It would give us the momentum that is needed and neces- 
sary to win in Kansas City. It would give us the momen- 
tum to win the November election. One pledge that 
Gerald Ford has always made when I had the privilege of 
serving the Fifth Congressional District—Kent County, 
Ottawa County, Iona County, and parts of several other 
counties—was that I was open, I was forthright, I had an 
integrity I think was unmatched by anybody in public of- 
fice, and as President of the United States I have followed 
those same basic characteristics. 

The net result is that I can say to you that the American 
people have good reason to feel that the person in the 
White House has restored public confidence. 

I am honored and privileged to have with me on this 
trip your great Senator Bob Griffin and your fine Con- 
gressman Garry Brown, who both support me. 

One thing that I always believed in public life—you 


should promise only that which you can deliver and you 
should always deliver what you promise. So, I promise 
you in the next 4 years peace, prosperity, and trust. 

I want your vote on the basis of the record on Tuesday 
so we can keep that momentum going. 

Thank you very, very much. 

We also have your great University of Michigan basket- 
ball coach here, who is a good friend of mine and support- 
ing me, Johnny Orr. I hope my record is as good as his. 

Betty and I will come down and shake hands with as 
many as we can, and I don’t have the time to shake hands 
with everybody, but I do want to thank each and every 
one of you. 

Eddie Hutchinson, nice to see you. Eddie Hutchinson 

who has been one of the fine, fine Congressmen from the 
Fourth Congressional District. Eddie, I appreciate your 
endorsement and your support. 
[After making his arrival remarks, the President left the train to meet 
the community welcoming committee and members of the public 
audience. Upon reboarding the train, the President made additional 
remarks as follows:] 

Let me just add a note as we leave Kalamazoo. When 
I first ran for the Congress back in 1948, a great Ameri- 
can, a Democrat by the name of Harry S. Truman, 
whistle-stopped across the United States, and he won. A 
couple of years later another great American, another 
President, Dwight D. Eisenhower, better known as Ike, 
whistle-stopped across the country. Those were good ideas, 
one for a Democrat and one for a Republican. I think it 
is a good idea for President Ford, and we are going to win 
in 1976. 

Thank you all very, very much. 


[6.] Nites (4:12 p.m.) 


Hi, how are you. Nice to see you. Let me just say it 
has been a great day. Betty will be out in just a minute. 
We kept going down this track and right before Niles 
the sun came out. 

All of you wonderful people, thank you very, very 
much. 

Well, as I said, Betty and I have had a wonderful day, 
starting in Flint and ending up here in Niles, on this 
whistle-stop tour through the heartland of Michigan. 
The idea of this trip today I think took me back to a 
campaign by a great Democratic President, Harry S. 
Truman, when he whistle-stopped across the country, and 
a great Republican President, Ike Eisenhower, and both 
of them were successful. So this train trip through the 
heartland of Michigan is going right on to Kansas City, 
and from Kansas City we are going to win in November. 

Now, we have got a big election next Tuesday. I think 
we have done a good job in the last 21 months, and I 
want your vote next Tuesday. 

Let me tell you what we have done in the 21 months 
that I have been President. Let your mind go back to the 
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tough days in August of 1974. There had been a tremen- 
dous loss of confidence by the American people in our 
government, in the White House. We were on the brink 
of an economic recession, the worst in 40 years. Inflation 
was at the rate of 12 percent per year. In foreign policy, 
our allies were uncertain as to what we were going to do 
and our adversaries were in a position where they might 
have taken advantage of the uncertainty here at home. 

When I took that oath of office on August 8 [9], the 
United States needed some leadership, both at home and 
abroad. We started out by setting forth what we were 
going to do to correct our economic problems. We have 
set a very steady course, and the net result was, inflation, 
which was 12 percent in 1974, is under 3 percent today. 
That is a good record, and we ought to be proud of it. 

Then, a year ago, we were in the depths of a recession. 
Again, there were those throughout the country that 
wanted us to press a panic button—add a lot of people 
to the Federal payroll, approve budget-busting bills that 
would have increased the inflationary pressures. 

But, instead, I decided that the right thing to do was 
to hold firm, to veto the kind of legislation that was sent 
down from Capitol Hill. And, as many of you know, I 
vetoed 49 bills—42 of them have been sustained and we 
saved the American taxpayer $13 billion. That is a darn 
good record. 

But then, a year ago, we started our climb out of the 
recession. In 12 months, from last May to this May, we 
added 3,300,000 more jobs in America, 710,000 more 
jobs in May [April] of 1976, and the net result is that in 
May of this year we have 87,400,000 people gainfully 
employed in this country, an all-time record, and we ought 
to be proud of that. 

But, the third point, the United States is at peace today. 
We have the military capability to maintain the peace. We 
have the diplomatic skill to convince our allies that we are 
strong and our adversaries that they ought to be respect- 
ful of the United States, which they are. We have got 
peace today, we are going to keep it, and if you give me 
4 more years, we will keep it for 4 more years. 

As you know, I had the great privilege of representing 
the Fifth Congressional District just a few miles north of 
here for almost 26 years. The policy that I followed for 
that period of time was that we had an open door, we 
were candid, we emphasized the integrity, we were forth- 
right, we called them as we saw them. We never promised 
more than we could deliver and we delivered everything 
we promised. And that is the way we have run the White 
House for the last 21 months, and that is the way it will 
be run for the next 48 months if you give me the support 
that we need on Tuesday, and the support that we will 
get between now and November. 

Well, Betty and I can’t thank you all enough for being 
here at Niles and welcoming us warmly and giving us the 
opportunity to say a few words to you. We hope we have 


earned your support. We believe we have done a good 
job, and I ask you for your support next Tuesday so I can 


be the Republican representative in the great contest that: 


will end on November 2. 

I have worked hard. We have done the right thing. 
We have got America on the right track. We will keep it 
there. I can assure you that Jerry Ford, if you give me 
your support next Tuesday and next November, I won't 
let you down for the next 4 years. 

Thank you very, very much. 

NOTE: The President’s whistle-stop tour ended in Niles, Mich. From 


Niles, the President traveled by helicopter to Holland, Mich., where 
he participated in the Tulip Festival Parade. 


Grand Rapids, Michigan 


The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival at Kent 
County Airport. May 15, 1976 


Let me thank all of you for coming out today. Betty 
and I have had a very, very thrilling day going from Flint 
to Niles on a train, and then we just had a tremendous 
reception down at Holland at the Tulip Festival. But it 
is so nice to be back in Grand Rapids, our hometown. We 
have the First Mama with us, and we have Susan. You 
want a date, Susan? [Laughter] 

But as we were flying with the helicopter from Holland 
over to Grand Rapids, my memories went back to 1948 
when I first made the gamble to run for Congress from the 
Fifth Congressional District. And at that time I appealed 
to a lot of Republicans. I appealed for support from a lot 
of Independents, and I asked for the help and assistance 
of a lot of Democrats. The net result was I think I got a 
lot of all of them, and for that I am deeply grateful, be- 
cause that was the beginning of my opportunity to serve 
the people of Grand Rapids, of Holland, Grand Haven, 
all of the Fifth Congressional District. 

Now, some 27 years later, I am asking for the help 
and assistance of all of the people of this part of Michigan 
and the great State of Michigan. This includes all of the 

epublicans who believe in the philosophy and believe 
in the record that I have tried to carry out in 21 months. 
It includes all of the Independents in our great State of 
Michigan, and the Democrats, and may I thank the 
Democrats who are here, including Dick Vander Veen, 
including the others who have been helpful over the 
years in supporting what we have tried to do for the Fifth 
District, the city of Grand Rapids. 

This is our hometown, and when I think of the days 
at Madison School, the days at South High—of course 
Betty went to Central—but when I think of the wonderful 
people that have been so kind to all of us over a long, long 
period of time, we have done the best job we could, 
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whether it was in Congress, whether it was Vice President, 
and for 21 months as President. 

It is a great, great part of this country where we are 
now, and there are some wonderful people that we have 
tried to help, some wonderful people that we have tried 
to represent as best we could, and some people who have 
supported us through thick and thin. 

Our hearts and our affection—they are all with you 
in this part of our great country. To see you all here 
on this sort of disagreeable night, it makes me—and I 
am sure Betty and Susan—feel like we are kind of welcome 
back home. 

So, I thank you for all of the support over the years. 
I thank you for what you can do to help us on next 
Tuesday. We have never let you down. In the future— 
and we will never let you down in the future as President 
of the United States. 

Thank you very, very much. It is nice to see you all. 
noTE: The President spoke at 7:14 p.m. 


Freeland, Michigan 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
the Tri-City Airport. May 16, 1976 


THE PRESIDENT. It is great to be at the Tri-City Airport 
of Midland, Saginaw, and Bay City. We have had a great 
day and a half in Michigan. It is very encouraging, and 
we are very optimistic. 

As I say on many occasions, I think the voters of 
Michigan will respond to what we have done. We have 
produced the peace. We have turned the economy around, 
and we have restored the faith and trust of the American 
people. Those are all strong and I think very sound assets 
for America in this very difficult time. 

I will be glad to answer any questions. 

Q. How big do you think you might win by on Tues- 
day, Mr. President? 

Tue Present. I never make a point spread. I think 
we will do very, very well. I think the people of Michigan 
know what we have done under the most difficult cir- 
cumstances, and we are counting on their support. 

Q. Mr. President, can your campaign survive a loss 
in Michigan? 

Tue Preswenrt. Ann, we aren’t planning on it, so as 
long as it isn’t planned on, doesn’t take place, I really 
don’t think it is a matter that we ought to be concerned 
about. 

Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:56 p.m. 
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Saginaw, Michigan 


The President’s Remarks at the Saginaw Township 
Bicentennial Park at Sherwood Elementary 
School. May 16, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Al Cederberg—my good 
friend Guy Vander Jagt, the Congressman from the west- 
ern part of the State is here—George Olson, Mr. Fergu- 
son, Mr. Kennedy, Reverend Beck, distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen: 

May I say at the outset, I hope I have as many friends 
in this audience as George Olson and Al Cederberg have. 
[Laughter] 

It is a great privilege and pleasure for Betty and Susan 
and myself to be here in Saginaw Township with so many, 
many fellow Michiganders, who are proud of their birth- 
right and who are celebrating what is good and great 
about America. Saginaw Township—lI have known from 
talking with Al Cederberg and others—is a young, vibrant 
community with a very real sense of purpose. 

In the planning and the organization of the Bicenten- 
nial celebration, you have brought people together in a 
wonderful community spirit and a community effort, and 
for that I congratulate each and every one of you. 

In the tradition of America, you have established new 
links between families and between neighborhoods. You 
have given your township what is so vitally important for 
sO many communities that are searching for it, and that is 
the feeling of identity as well as a common purpose. 

If I might say, in my own way in the Oval Office I have 
been trying to do precisely the same thing. On August 8[9] 
of 1974, when I was sworn in as your President, I said to 
the American people our long national nightmare was 
over, and it is, my fellow Michiganders. In the last 21 
months, we have dispelled the climate of darkness and 
despair that hung over this troubled Nation, and we have 
let the sunshine in. 

I did not seek this office, as all of you know, but neither 
did I shirk from it, and I never will in the future. I said 
that I would promise only what I could deliver and deliver 
everything that I promised, and as you look back over the 
21 months, that is precisely what we have done. 

I said I would be candid and forthright, I would be 
open and frank with the American people, and I have 
been. I said that a policy of firmness and common sense 
would bring us out of our economic recession; it has. 

When I took office, inflation was running as high as 12 
percent throughout our great country. The prophets of 
doom and disaster said we were on the verge of a collapse 
in America and that only massive Federal spending pro- 
grams would save us. 

Under the pressure from all sources, I didn’t panic 
because I had a lot of faith in all of you, and I knew that 
you had the faith and the trust in me. I fought the at- 








900 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


tempts of many Members of Congress to spend more and 
more, to create bigger and bigger deficits that would have 
led us to higher prices and more layoffs in our economy. 
Instead, despite the pressure from many sources, I vetoed 
49 bills that Congress sent me, and thank goodness 42 of 
those were sustained, saving the American taxpayer $13 
billion. 

If I could personalize it, it would save each family in 
America some $200, and that came in mighty handy. But 
let me say this: The ballgame is not over yet. This session 
of the Congress is still going on, and I promise you that 
during this session of the Congress, I will hold this country 
on its course of full economic recovery by using my veto 
power again and again and again for our country’s best 
wishes. 

Why do I do this? I think the answer is very, very simple. 
I want to make sure that your tax dollars work as hard for 
you as you did for them. And I know how hard each and 
every one of you did work for those tax dollars, and your 
Government better spend them just as well as you can 
spend them. 

But as we trace the last 21 months, let me say a word or 
two. We have reduced inflation by more than half. We 
have increased national employment by 3,300,000 people 
since last June. More men and women in America are 
working today, are gainfully employed than ever in the 
history of the United States—87,400,000. You have my 
promise that I am going to keep the pressure on until 
every American who wants a job has a job, a rewarding 
permanent job with a real future instead of a deadend, 
temporary, make-work job created by the Government 
itself. 

Let me say a word or two about taxes. I am no expert 
on the situation in Saginaw or otherwise in this area, but 
I can talk with some authority about the Federal Govern- 
ment. I promised to you that we would have a tax cut 
last year. We got it at the Federal level. I promised to you 
that we are going to work hard to get the Congress on 
July 1 of this year to give you another $10 billion tax cut. 

Why do we do that? Because I have an abiding faith 
that you can spend your money much better than your 
Government can for you and your family and your com- 
munity. That is what we want. 

If you look at the record, the middle-income people of 
this country have been shortchanged in the last few years 
by Federal tax policy. And in the recommendations that 
I made to the Congress in January of this year, the one, 
the quickest, the best way to change that was to propose 
that increase from $750 a person to $1,000 in personal 
exemptions. 

You don’t have to worry about Al Cederberg support- 
ing that, but boy, put the pressure on the Congress, be- 
cause that is the way we can give you and the middle- 
income people the kind of a tax break that you need and 
that you have earned and that you deserve. 


May I say my administration is determined to stop 
the extention of government intervention, government in- 
terference, and government control in your daily lives, 
As a Congessman, as Vice President, and now as your 
President, I have never lost sight of one very basic fact: 
A government big enough to give you everything you 
want is a government big enough to take from you every. 
thing you have. 

I have tried to follow a course as your President that 
has led to a strong and rising prosperity, a renewed trust, 
and a lasting peace. Throughout 27 years of my public 
service in the Nation’s Capital, my total commitment was, 
is, and always will be a policy of peace through strength. 

Because we are militarily powerful, because our na- 
tional defenses are strong enough to meet any challenge, 
to carry out any mission, America is at peace today. We 
must maintain that peace. We must advance the prospect 
for peace among all nations and make certain that the leg- 
acy of peace continues for our children and our children’s 
children in the years ahead. 

Why do we sacrifice? Why have we of my generation 
and the generations before us and the generations that 
have followed, sacrificed? We work hard. We save. We do 
our very best. It is to make the generation that follows 
us a happier, a healthier, a more prosperous generation. 
That is what my parents did, that is what I am trying to 
do for my children. And as I look at this great audience, I 
know that every grandfather and every grandmother have 
done it for their children, and you who have children 
today are doing exactly the same thing. 


That is the history and the tradition of this great coun- 
try, and this is what each one of us, as we make our de- 
cisions—whether it is in our work or our church or in our 
government—must say to ourselves: How can I make a 
better and better America? 


So as I come before you today, I seek a mandate from 
you to finish the very important job that I have begun 
and done the best that I could for the last 21 months—to 
complete the restoration of faith and trust in the Presi- 
dency of the United States. 


I have been honest with you. I have been candid and 
forthright, and so is my campaign for the highest office 
in this great country. I am proud of my country. I am 
proud to be an American, just like every one of you are. 
And in the process of doing what we can, I want to lead 
our country away from a wasteful preoccupation with 
what went wrong with America and get on with the job 
of making things right in America. 

You have shown here in this Bicentennial weekend, in 
everything you do in Saginaw Township, that love of 
country and belief in our ideals not only exist but thrive 
in the United States of America. 


In the future, I see an America where the spirit fills 
each and every one of us with renewed confidence to face 
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top the challenges before us; an America dedicated to the Think for a moment, if you will, some 200-plus years 
in- simple but enduring values that give a nation and give its | ago, some 3 million Americans fought for freedom in 
ves, people integrity; an America where life is valued for its some 13 poor, poor colonies. They took on a government 
ur content as well as its comforts, and where government 1,000 or more miles away, but they had the courage and 
ct: serves but the people rule. the vision and the determination, and they won that bat- 
ou If you share that vision of America which I have, I tle for what we have today. And they gave us in this coun- 
Ty- urge you to go to the polls next Tuesday, join with mein "Y the greatest Constitution, the most wonderful docu- 
making this Bicentennial Year—not only in Saginaw weed = the governing of people in the history of 
hat Township but in all of the other 39 governmental areas — acaremee ; : 
Ist,  . , We believe in it. We can make it work. And the Bicen- 
lic in this gr ant county—not only of aud of celebration but of tennial Commission and all the things that they are doing 
as, determination where, once again, we show the world that pre in Saginaw Township and elsewhere give us the 
th. American dream which we all have had in our lifetime is light, the hope, the vision for a better and better America. 
1a- best achieved when we are wide awake and where we, as Thank you very, very much. 
is Americans, are moving forward. note: The President spoke at 3:39 p.m. 
€ 
ect 
*: VISIT OF PRESIDENT VALERY GISCARD 
D’ESTAING OF FRANCE 
on 
lat Exchange of Remarks Between President Ford and President 
do Giscard d’Estaing at the Welcoming Ceremony on the South Lawn at the 
ws White House. May 17, 1976 
mn. 
to PRESIDENT Forp. Mr. President, Madam Giscard d’Estaing, ladies and 
yl gentlemen: 
ve On behalf of the American people, Mrs. Ford and I are very 
" delighted to welcome you to the White House. 
Mr. President, you have come to the United States at a very historic 
‘“ time—the celebration of the 200th anniversary of our independence. Your 
” visit is a very special and a very fitting gesture by France, which two 
* centuries ago, sent her sons as well as her treasure to help an infant repub- 
| lic win its independence. 
- In the last two decades of the 18th century, the world was trans- 
“ formed by the American and the French Revolutions. Who could have 
to predicted that these two new republics who came together in their infancy 
i- to establish freedom and independence, 200 years later would remain 





steadfast friends and allies, still depending and still defending these same 
id ideals. 


ce As in 1776 and 1789, our nations continue to champion liberty and 
m democracy. We cooperate in peace as we have in war to preserve our 
e § revolutionary heritage of freedom. We welcome you today with the warm 
‘ recollection, Mr. President, of France’s aid to a struggling young republic. 


Within the past 30 years, the number of independent nations has 
nearly doubled. As each new nation has declared its independence and 
° set its political course, the world has become much more complex, more 
if interdependent, and demands from us ever greater in wisdom in the con- 
duct of our foreign relations. 

In such a world, the French-American relationship—entering its 
Is third century—stands out as an enduring symbol of common dedication 
° to freedom, to the rights of man, and to the increased well-being of our 
peoples in a more peaceful and prosperous international environment. 


ve 
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Mr. President, the longstanding and close relationship between the 
United States and France has never been more important. In dealing 
with formidable economic, security, and political challenges facing all 
democracies today, close cooperation is more crucial than ever. We can 
successfully meet these challenges, Mr. President. 


Speaking for the American people, I salute the role of France in 
strengthening international economic cooperation and French contribu- 
tions to international efforts to deal with the problems of energy, inflation, 
food, and financial pressures. 


We have many, many important issues to talk about, Mr. President, 
and I look forward to these talks in full confidence that they will con- 
tribute significantly to political and economic stability in the world. 

Mr. President, Americans are most appreciative of the generous and 
thoughtful ways France has chosen to honor our Bicentennial. I know 
that your visits, Mr. President, to American towns and cities and your 
participation in Bicentennial ceremonies at hallowed landmarks of our 
Revolution will further strengthen the traditional and enduring friend- 
ship between the United States of America and France. 

Mr. President, Madam Giscard d’Estaing, America bids you a most 
cordial welcome. 


PRESIDENT GiscarD D’EsTainc. Mr. President, I feel especially for- 
tunate to be the President of France, to whom it falls to come and cele- 
brate with you the Bicentennial of your independence: 

First, in calling to mind the imagination, initiative, and courage of 
those great men whose successors we are and who, on both sides of the 
Atlantic launched the idea of liberty, first here in 1776 and then echoed 
by France in 1789. 


Secondly, because in the course of these two centuries, our two coun- 
tries have remained friends. This example is perhaps unique in history. 
We are fully aware of the role you played in defending our liberty. The 
French people have not forgotten; they thank you for it. 


The real secret of our understanding springs from the principle 
which inspired it. Both countries have shown without a break, and some- 
times in dramatic circumstances, an identical passion for independence 
and liberty. 


Today, two centuries later, this principle remains at the center of the 
world’s problems—the independence of peoples and the freedom of men. 
This is the reason why I have come to tell you, Mr. President, that the 
France of 1976 is as much committed to the struggle in the defense of 
liberty as she was, along your side, two centuries ago. 


My sincere wish is that this Bicentennial meeting should be for our 
two countries, for the United States and for France, a festival of liberty, 
that principle of democratic liberty that will, if we have the determina- 
tion, will continue to shape the destiny of the world. 


Long live the United States and the great people of America. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. on the South Lawn at the White House 
where President Valéry Giscard d’Estaing was given a formal welcome with full 
military honors. President Giscard d’Estaing spoke first in French and then repeated 
his remarks in English. 
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Federal Election Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Six Members 
ofthe Commission. May 17, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate six persons to be members of the Federal Election 
Commission. These are new positions established by Pub- 
lic Law 94-283 of May 11, 1976 (Federal Election Cam- 
paign Act Amendments of 1976). They are: 

Joan D. Atkens, of Swarthmore, Pa., businesswoman in women’s 
retailing. She has been a member of the Commission since 
April 14, 1975. 

Tuomas Everett Harris, of Alexandria, Va., member of the staff 
of the AFL-CIO since 1955. He has been a member of the 
Commission since April 14, 1975. 

Nex STAEBLER, Ann Arbor, Mich., fellow, Institute of Politics, 
Harvard University. He has been a member of the Commis- 
sion since April 11, 1976. 

Wi11am Sprincer, of Champaign, Ill., appointed to the Federal 
Power Commission on June 4, 1974 and resigned December 1, 
1975. This is a new appointment. 

Vernon WALLacE TuHomson, of Richland Center, Wis., former 
Representative from the Third District of Wisconsin. He has 
been a member of the Commission since April 14, 1975. 

Ropert OwENsS TIERNAN, of Warwick, R.I., former Representative 
from the Second District of Rhode Island. He has been a 
member of the Commission since April 14, 1975. 

The purpose of the Federal Election Commission is to 
administer, seek to obtain compliance with, and formu- 
late policy with respect to the Federal Election Campaign 
Act Amendments of 1976. The Commission shall transmit 
reports to the President and to each House of Congress. 
Each report shall contain a detailed statement with re- 
spect to the activities of the Commission in carrying out 
its duties, together with recommendations of such legisla- 
tive or other actions as the Commission considers 
appropriate. 

The Commission shall elect a chairman and vice chair- 
man from among its members. 


note: For the President’s remarks at the swearing-in ceremony of 
the members of the Commission see page 914. 


National Handicapped 
Awareness Week 


Message of the President. May 17, 1976 


I commend the attention of all Americans to National 
Handicapped Awareness Week. It is an observance 
which should remind us of our need to eliminate archi- 
tectural barriers which still stand in the way of handi- 
capped citizens and our need to build a system of public 
transportation which brings new mobility to those who 
are handicapped. 

Our success in heeding the message of this observance 
can result in more jobs—and a greater variety of jobs— 
in more businesses and industries. It can bring closer the 
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day when all our citizens have full access to public facili- 
ties and when all Americans can more fully exercise their 
inherent rights. 


The message of National Handicapped Awareness 
Week should remain with us as a continuing commitment 
to enable handicapped Americans to achieve greater per- 
sonal self-fulfillment and meaningful contribution to our 
society. 

GERALD R. Forp 


NOTE: National Handicapped Awareness Week is being observed 
May 16-22, 1976. The text of the message was made available by 
the White House Press Office. It was not issued in the form of a 
White House press release. 


National Heart, Blood Vessel, 
Lung,and Blood Program 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Annual Report of the Director of the National 
Heart and Lung Institute. May 17, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am transmitting herewith the Third Annual Report 
of the Director of the National Heart and Lung Institute, 
as required by the National Heart, Blood Vessel, Lung, 
and Blood Act of 1972. This report, which contains a pro- 
gram plan for the next five years, was prepared in con- 
sultation with the National Heart and Lung Advisory 
Council. 


The report proposes two levels of expenditures for fiscal 
years 1977 through 1981, both of which are in excess of 
the dollar amounts requested in the FY 1977 budget. The 
report states, however, that these projected expenditures 
are based on scientific judgment relating only to this re- 
search field. Moreover, the plan correctly recognizes that 
the allocation of national resources for the program must 
be determined in relationship to other competing national 
needs within total available Federal resources. 


The Report focuses on the new initiatives undertaken 
since enactment of the 1972 Act, and it provides examples 
of encouraging progress in the fight against heart, blood 
vessel, lung, and blood diseases. These diseases, in 1972, 
led to an estimated national economic loss of more than 
$57 billion annually. Deaths from coronary heart disease, 
the number one killer of the American people, continue 
to decline as do deaths from stroke and hypertension. The 
Institute’s efforts also appear to be bearing fruit in the 
area of high blood pressure control. A national survey of 
physicians indicated that in calendar year 1974 the total 
number of patient visits for treatment of high blood pres- 
sure increased by 41.6 percent over 1971, the base year. 
In comparison, the total number of medical visists for all 


causes increased by only 16 percent over the same period. 
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Furthermore, since the base year, the number of patients 
whose high blood pressure is under control has doubled. 

The Administration recognizes the accomplishments as 
outlined in the Report, and continues to view the heart, 
blood vessel, lung, and blood program as an area of high 
priority. 

GERALD R. Forp 

The White House, 

May 17, 1976. 
NOTE: The report is entitled “National Heart, Blood Vessel, Lung, 
and Blood Program—Third Report of the Director of the National 


Heart and Lung Institute” (Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, 70 pp.). 


Special International Exhibitions 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the 12th Annual Report on the Program. 
May 17, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

As required by law, I transmit to the Congress the 
Twelfth Annual Report on Special International Ex- 
hibitions conducted under the authority of the Mutual 
Educational and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961 (Public 
Law 87-256). 

This report covers exhibitions presented abroad by the 
U.S. Information Agency at international fairs and under 
East/West Cultural Exchange agreements, as well as ex- 
hibitions and labor missions presented abroad by the 
Department of Labor and the Department of Commerce. 

GrERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 

May 17, 1976. 

NOTE: The 43-page report entitled “Special International Exhibi- 
tions—FY 1974 Twelfth Annual Report, United States Information 


Agency” was based upon material prepared by the Department of 
Labor and the United States Information Agency. 


Disaster Assistance for Italy 


Exchange of Remarks Between the President, Vice 
President Nelson A. Rockefeller, and AID Administrator 
Daniel Parker on U.S. Relief Efforts. May 17, 1976 


Tue Preswent. I have asked the Vice President and 
Mr. Parker to come in and give me a first-hand report 
on the AID request that I made to the Congress to help 
the earthquake victims in Italy. And as all of you know, 
the Vice President and Dan Parker went to Italy to see 
first-hand the devastation that came from the earth- 


quake, to talk to the people, to work with the government, 
and to show first-hand that this administration is very, 
very concerned and willing to help in trying to alleviate 
the suffering and participate in the rebuilding. 

So, Mr. Vice President, would you give us a quick 
summary of what you saw? 

THE Vice Present. Let me just take us back a little, 
Mr. President. You have done a lot of wonderful things 
for people in your life, but of all the things you have done, 
I don’t think anything has ever reached people the way 
this action of yours—sending that message to Congress— 
$25 million, to which Congress acted and responded—the 
way that has touched the Italian people. 

We were over there. We arrived, and people—an old 
lady who had lost her husband came up and embraced 
me; everywhere we went people just came up to thank 
you for what the American people were doing in standing 
with them, standing with Italians is the way they felt, in 
their suffering. 

I was talking to a doctor in one of the tents, and I might 
just say that half the population—out of 180,000 people, 
90,000 people—tost their homes, and they are in tents, 
big tents, 20 people in one tent, beds just next to each 
other, like that, in two rows, and one chair and a basin. 

We were in there. It was raining for 2 days—and the 
mud. I was talking to the doctor in this village who was 
strong, taking care of the people. And when I went out 
of the tent, they said, ‘““He didn’t say so, but he lost his 
daughter and his mother.” 

THE Presment. You were telling me of the one 
woman in the hospital who lost seven children. 

Tue Vice Preswent. Six children she had lost. I came 
in and we went to the hospital. There were 1,000 people 
killed and about 2,500 in the hospital—and 90,00 
homes—but the hospital was taking the people in. Her 
husband was there. I came in and was going down the 
ward, and he just came over and threw his arms around 
me and he just gripped me. She was absolutely unable to 
even react. She lost all her family. Her leg was crushed. It 
was extraordinary. 

But the response to America, they just feel—and as 1 
said, we are all in a family together, and your people 
helped build our country and now you are in trouble. We 
are with you, thanks to the President and the Congress. 


But the extraordinary thing was, they weren’t complain- 


ing about what happened. Their courage, their dignity, f 


their strength is fantastic. All they want to do, the one 
thing on their minds is how can they get materials to start 
rebuilding their homes. They don’t want to move out of 
there. 

THE Preswent. The $25 million that I recommended, 


and Congress has approved, will be under the guidance of 
Dan Parker of AID. 


Dan, do you want to give us a quick rundown of what 
we are doing? 
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Mr. Parker. As the Vice President indicated, Mr. 
President, our objective is to get our assistance to the peo- 
ple as quickly as possible. There are many small villages 
in this area. In this area, about 50 villages were either 
totally or very substantially destroyed. 

By October, they have to get out of the temporary hous- 
ing, the tents, and get back in to some kind of shelter that 
can last them over the winter. It will probably take 2 or 
3years to rebuild totally. 

So the objective of the Italian Government—and ours, 
in assisting them—is to get as quickly as possible some sort 
of decent shelter. 

The interests of the commercial, the industry, even the 
farming, the agricultural business, is very substantially 
disrupted. They lost substantial amounts of their dairy 
equipment, key parts of their economy. 

The villages are old and have a lot of historic value 
and monuments. What was interesting to me was people 
would approach me and point out the need to protect 
their historic monuments, their church, their city hall. 

I would find out afterwards that the man who had 
heen saying that to me had lost members of his family, his 
home had been destroyed, and yet one of the first things 
on his mind was, protect our cultural heritage. 

Tue Present. This is in the northern part, as I 
understand. The Yugoslavian border is here, Trieste, and 
the Austrian border is north. 

Mr. Parker. North, yes. This is an alluvial plain, and 
it rises into the mountains rather precipitously. The im- 
pact area is right where rugged foothills are, and there 
are quite a number of avalanches that did quite a bit of 
damage .There are quite a number of incipient ones that 
have to be taken care of before the area is safe. 

Tue Presivent. Is this an area where there have been 
earthquakes previously? 

Mr. Parker. No, Mr. President. The best records that 
we can find show the last earthquake in this area was in 
the fifteen hundreds. So it is not an occurrence they would 
be ready for. We hope, however, that in rebuilding, that 
the new structures will, in fact, be resistant to it. 

Tue Vice Present. Mr. President, the Italian Gov- 
emment did a beautiful job in moving immediately on 
this, and the Italian military—within an hour, between 
an hour and two hours—they were in there. All the deaths 
occurred in the first minute of the earthquake. This whole 
thing happened just like that. 

Tue Presipent What time of day was it? 

Tue Vice Preswent. Nine o'clock in the evening. 
That’s why so many people were in their homes. That’s 
why they were killed in their homes. 

Tue Present. We had, before you and Dan Parket 
came, we had some of our military come 





Tue Vice Preswent. They did a beautiful job sup- 
porting —— 

Tue Present. 
wing aircraft. 





the helicopters, light wing, fixed- 
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Mr. Parker. There is an American air base, Mr. 
President, Aviano, which is very close to the area. And 
those men—we can be very proud of them, because both 
as an organized military unit and, as well, they as indi- 
viduals and their families have been really terrific. 

THe Vice Preswent. They had many volunteers, 
too. 

THE PresipenT. I thank you very, very much, Mr. 
Vice President, and Dan Parker, for the emergency mis- 
sion for the best interests of those unfortunates who suf- 
fered, but I think it’s another expression of American 
humanitarianism in an emergency, whether it’s in Guata- 
mala or Italy. The United States has moved in the right 
way as quickly as possible and with very good results. 

Tue Vice Preswent. And the Italian people, Mr. 
President, feel the American people are with them. This 
shows tremendous sense of courage and help for the people 
at their moment of need, thanks to you. 

THE PresmenT. Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. in the Oval Office at the 
White House. AID Administrator Parker presented the President 


with a 17 page report on USS. relief efforts in Italy prepared by the 
Agency for International Development. 


Visit of President Valéry Giscard 
d’Estaing of France 


Exchange of Toasts Between President Ford and 
President Giscard d’Estaing at a Dinner Honoring the 
French President. May 17,1976 


PRESIDENT Forp. Mr. President, Madam _ Giscard 
d’Estaing, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

We are deeply honored to have the opportunity to have 
you and your party with us for this evening. Mrs. Ford 
and I consider ourselves extremely fortunate to have this 
opportunity to extend our hospitality to all of you officially, 
as well as personally. 

Mr. President, your visit to the United States to share 
with us the 200th anniversary of our Declaration of In- 
dependence and your presence in this historic house to- 
night are vivid reminders of the longstanding and out- 
standing friendship of our two nations and of France’s 
aid to the United States for which we are all deeply in- 
debted. 

A very glorious chapter in human history, the narrative 
of French assistance to the winning of American in- 
dependence, has been taught in American schools for two 
centuries. Every American schoolchild learns of General 
Rochambeau, General Lafayette, and Admiral de Grasse 
at Yorktown. This is part of our great teaching heritage 
in America, and for very good reason. 

As millions of visitors to Washington will discover this 
year, this city contains many, many monuments to brave 
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sons of France who helped us in periods of dire emer- 
gency, beginning with the statue to General Rochambeau 
in Lafayette Park, just across from the front entrance of 
the White House. It is a historic place in our National 
Capital. 

Tonight we pay special tribute to Admiral d’Estaing, 
who brought the first French fleet to our assistance in the 
Revolutionary War. Count d’Estaing’s arrival on July 13, 
1778, was stunning news to our opposition at that time 
and was a great blessing to the hard-pressed Continentals. 

Unfortunately, General Washington never met Ad- 
miral d’Estaing. And I count it a special privilege as the 
38th President that I can welcome one of his descendants 
to this house and personally express our long-overdue 
thanks for the distinguished contribution that was made 
by one of your predecessors in our struggle for our in- 
dependence. 

In his honor, we have displayed in this room tonight a 
bust of the Admiral, which has long resided at the White 
House. And I am certain that all of you will agree that 
it is a distinct pleasure to have the Admiral with us on 
this occasion, as well as one of his family. 

Mr. President, we welcome you tonight both to express 
our gratitude for the assistance of ‘France 200 years ago 
and in recognition of the continuing, important role which 
France and the United States must play as allies in the 
world today. 

France and America will remain united by common 
devotion to the rights of man, by a shared concern for the 
welfare of all peoples, and peace for all nations. The 
course of history has drawn France and the United States 
closer and closer together in time of war, but we have also 
stood together in time of peace, facing the challenges of 
recession, of inflation, and the energy crisis. These chal- 
lenges are no less a threat to the peoples of both of our 
countries and the world as a whole than the wars of the 
past. 

Mr. President, by working together we can triumph 
over these challenges. And we are on the way to economic 
recovery both in your country and ours and in the indus- 
trial societies of this world. Much, much progress has been 
made through cooperation, through consultation among 
the industrial democracies. And we owe you a very special 
debt of the gratitude for your leadership in the past 
months. 

Mr. President, our dialog which began in Martinique 
some 18 months ago, continued at Brussels, Helsinki, 
Rambouillet, and now in Washington, is of great impor- 
tance to your people as well as to ours, The continuing 
dialog has generated a spirit of mutual and very deep 
confidence fundamental to our relationship as friends as 
well as allies. 

As in 1776, Mr. President, America welcomes the part- 
nership of France and deeply values her friendship, her 
wisdom, her strength, and France’s longstanding tradition 
of leadership. Together, we face wonderful opportunities 
for the future. 


Two centuries ago, during the Revolutionary War, 
General Washington had a special dinner guest, the 
French general, philosopher, and author, Chastellux, 
Writing of that dinner, he remarked favorably upon the 
calm and the agreeable conversation, but he disapproved 
of the ten-course menu. 


He observed, however, that the frequent toasts were a 
sort of refrain, punctuating the conversation as a re. 
minder that each individual is a part of the company, 


To all of our guests, French as well as American, | 
welcome you as part of our company, gathered this eve- 
ning in tribute to France and in the honor of her 
President. 


Let us toast to the health of the President of the French 
Republic and the friendship of France and the United 
States. To the President. 


PRESIDENT GiISCARD D’EsTaAinc. Mr. 
Madam, ladies and gentlemen: 


This morning, after having left Paris at 12:00 and 
arrived in Washington at 10:00, I rather have the de- 
lightful feeling that I have managed to set back eternity 
by 2 hours. { Laughter] 

Now this evening, after listening to you, Mr. President, 
I have the feeling that you have set back eternity by two 
centuries. 

Listening to the warmth, knowledge, and friendship 
with which you discussed what happened two centuries 
ago, I rather have the feeling of that dinner during which 
Washington suffered too many courses. [Laughter] 


Mr. President, the note of simple dignity with which 
you have struck for this visit of the President of France, 
together with the words of friendship you have just 
spoken, clearly illustrate the true inspiration of our meet- 
ing—the present commemoration of a past event, but an 
event that is still alive for all of us and which we are happy 
to celebrate together. 


President, 


We are not here as archeologists digging up a dead 
past. We are here for a warm, joyful celebration of a liv- 
ing idea, one of the great ideas of which it has been said 
that its spark is only to be alive in a single mind to set the 
world afire. I mean, of course, the liberty of men. 

In the course of my visit to the United States, I shall 
have occasion to call to mind on the actual scene of events 
some of the high points in your struggle for liberty. But 
this evening, as I address the President of the United 
States and with him the whole American people, I want 
to take the opportunity to say how profoundly gratified 
I feel at the understanding that exists between our two 
Governments. 

I want to say also how convinced I am of the value of 
this understanding not only for our two countries, but for 
world progress. It is precisely because of our shared sense 
of the current need for Franco-American friendship, Mr. 
President, that we both wanted to meet immediately after 
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we took office. And so I had the pleasure of welcoming 
you to Martinique, 18 months ago. 

I refer to that meeting because it was our first, but also 
because our relations continue to be inspired by the spirit 
of the talks we had there. What has been referred to as 
the spirit of Martinique can be defined as openness and 
trust, mutual respect, and a sense of solidarity. In no way 
does it imply, whether on our side or on yours, any weak- 
ening of independent judgment or of our own respon- 
sibilities. It might be appropriate to recall the words of 
Richard Henry Lee in 1776: 

“Tt is not choice but necessity that calls for independ- 
ence as the only means by which foreign alliance can be 
conducted.” Such a sentiment calls for a common will to 
dispel misunderstanding, to turn away from recrimina- 
tion, and to promote dialog. 

I do not think there has ever been a time when contacts 
between our two Governments have been more frequent, 
consultation more sustained, and cooperation more good- 
willed. Also, it has never been clearer that though our 
methods may sometimes differ, our final objectives are 
inspired by that same ideal of liberty, peace, and justice, 
which is the ideal of our two peoples. 

Events have certainly demanded considerable attention 
from us. The problems are varied: European security, the 
Mediterranean, the Middle Eastern conflict, the tragedv 
of Lebanon, the evolution of Southern Africa, the eco- 
nomic stability of the West, a new balance to be estab- 
lished between industrialized and developing countries. 

It is inevitable that the United States and France 
should be involved in all these problems. Of course, 
France does not have at her disposal the same means of 
action as the United States. But the influence of France 
extends to a wide and established audience, and this 
yields to a politically independent voice, an increased de- 
fense effort, thriving friendships across the world, partic- 
ularly in Africa, and a dynamic economy still not fully 
recognized as such in this country. 

These factors again added authority from the fact that 
nobody doubts France’s commitment to the cause of 
peace. This enables France to be for the United States, as 
the United States is for France, an all-the-more solid ally 
in that her loyalty is devoid of any touch of subservience. 

We have only to refer to experience to see that when 
world problems arise, Franco-American understanding 
and cooperation never fail to be of benefit. At Helsinki, 
for example, when détente was formulated in terms of 
principles which for both of us at once exclude confronta- 
tion and abdication; and then they were of benefit again 
in the case of the Rambouillet conference, where the prin- 
cipal industrial powers shared a clear resolve to meet the 
responsibilities created by the economic crisis from which 
we are now emerging together—these are two examples of 
the results to be obtained through shared initiatives. 

(Up to this point, President Giscard d’Estaing spoke in French 


and his remarks were translated by an interpreter. At this point, he 
began speaking in English] 
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And now, after having called to this gentleman, a Ford, 
to translate my speech, I will call for a Ford to understand 
me. [Laughter] 

It is, Mr. President, my sincere wish that this visit may 
be the occasion for the Americans to acquire a better 
understanding of the French people—to be sure our Latin 
roots have a formative influence on our character, to be 
sure we are impetuous and enthusiastic, but we are also 
loyal and determined. Such are the qualities which over 
the centuries have enabled us to ride out the storms of 
Furope. 

It is because of these qualities that we can declare to 
France’s partners today that, whether in prosperity or 
adversity, France is a dependable friend. 

I also wish that the understanding built up between us 
should remain the way it was expressed in the inscription 
that one of my ancestors had engraved on the tomb of a 
French officer killed at Boston on September 15, 1778, 
that “all attempts presuming to separate France and 
America might prove forever vain.” 

It is in this spirit, Mr. President, that I offer to you, as 
well as Mrs. Ford and to your family, my warmest good 
wishes for your happiness and well-being, and that I raise 
my glass to honor the independence of the United States 
of America and the 200 years of friendship between our 
two peoples. 


NOTE: The exchange of toasts began at 10:22 p.m. in the State 
Dining Room at the White House. 


Department of State 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Joseph Z. Taylor To Be Deputy Inspector General, 
Foreign Assistance. May 18, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Joseph Z. Taylor, of Alexandria, Va., to be Deputy 
Inspector General, Foreign Assistance, Department of 
State. He will succeed John P. Constandy, who resigned 
effective February 29, 1976. Mr. Taylor has been Assist- 
ant Inspector General, Foreign Assistance since July 25, 
1974. 

Born on June 10, 1927, in East Greenwich, R.I., Mr. 
Taylor received his B.S. degree from the United States 
Naval Academy in 1949. He attended American Univer- 
sity and received his M.A. in 1965. He served in the 
United States Marine Corps from 1949 to 1962. 

In 1963, Mr. Taylor was named Special Assistant to 
the Administrator of the Agency for International Devel- 
opment. He served as Deputy Director and Director of the 
Office of Vietnam Affairs at AID during 1965-66. From 
1966 to 1974, he was on the staff of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency. 

Mr. Taylor is married to the former Ruth Fabikiewicz, 
and they have four children. 
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Department of the Air Force 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
John J. Martin To Be Assistant Secretary for Research 
and Development. May 18, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate John J. Martin, of Bethesda, Md., to be an Assistant 
Secretary of the Air Force. His area of responsibility will 
be Research and Development. He will succeed Walter B. 
LaBerge, who resigned effective on the date he assumed 
office as Assistant Secretary General of NATO for De- 
fense Support. Mr. Martin has been Principal Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Research and De- 
velopment since September 1974. 

Mr. Martin was born on October 19, 1922, in Detroit, 
Mich. He attended the University of Notre Dame and 
received his B.S. degree in 1943 and his M.S. in 1950. He 
received his Ph. D. in 1951 from Purdue University. He 
served in the United States Navy from 1943 to 1946 and 
in the U.S. Naval Reserve from 1946 to 1951. 

In 1951, Mr. Martin joined the aerophysics laboratory 
of North American Aviation, Inc., as a research engineer 
in preliminary design and analysis. He was senior engineer 
in the systems analysis group of the missile section in the 
products division of Bendix Aviation Corp., during 1953- 
54. He served at Bendix Aviation successively as assistant 
chief systems analyst, senior systems engineer, chief engi- 
neer of the applied sciences laboratory, and chief of engi- 
neering research from 1955 to 1960. He became a scien- 
tific manager for the Institute for Defense Analyses in 
1960 and later became a consultant to the Office of Di- 
rector at IDA, serving until 1963. He was a consultant on 
aircraft to the United Kingdom and lectured at the Royal 
Aircraft Establishment during 1963-64. 

From 1964 to 1969, he was employed at IDA in the 
Research and Engineering Support Division; was special 
assistant to the vice president for research; assistant to 
the president and director of the systems evaluation divi- 
sion. He was named technical assistant to the President’s 
Science Adviser in November 1969, He was appointed as 
Associate Deputy to the Director of Central Intelligence 
in 1973 and served from March 1974, to September 1974 
as Special Assistant to the Director of Central Intelligence. 

Mr. Martin is married to the former Carol Kline, and 
they have three children. 


Visit of President Valéry Giscard 
d’Estaing of France 


Exchange of Toasts Between President Ford and 
President Giscard d’Estaing at a Dinner Honoring 
President Ford at the French Embassy. May 18, 1976 


PRESENT GISCARD D’ESTAING. Mr. President, it is a 
great pleasure for Madam Giscard d’Estaing and myself 
to welcome you and Mrs. Ford this evening here in this 
French abode and to return to you some of the warm hos- 
pitality that you and the American people have extended 
to me since the beginning of my visit. 

Now this is the fifth time we have met in 18 months, 
and during the past 2 days we have had useful and trust- 
ing talks together. We are getting to know each other well, 
and I would like to take this opportunity to tell you how 
delighted I am of the contacts and, if I may say, of the 
friendship that has been established between us. 

A few weeks ago, Mr. President, you said that French- 
American relations were better today than they had ever 
been. I share your view wholeheartedly, but I would like 
to add that we owe this state of affairs largely to you, to 
your personal conviction and your breadth of vision. And 
I hope that I will not be accused of interfering in your 
country’s domestic affairs if I testify to this here, but that 
is a risk I am prepared to run. 

I agreed to make this visit for obvious reasons, Given 
the role France played two centuries ago, it was only 
fitting that France would be first in joining in the cele- 
brations for the Bicentennial of the United States and 
sharing with special feeling the joy of the American peo- 
ple. But something else struck me. Although our coun- 
tries are lined by so many memories and share the same 
values and belong to the same alliance and are so often 
led by major world affairs to exchange views and pool 
their efforts, nevertheless our countries’ knowledge and 
understanding of each other is too often insufficient and 
superficial, and even their trade relations are not com- 
mensurate with the place each one holds in the world 
economy. Now, such a situation is paradoxical. It is also 
harmful and should be corrected. 

For this reason, I am pleased at the renewed interest on 
both sides that my visit at your invitation has generated 
in our two countries. For the people of France, it has been 
an occasion to discover the realities of present-day 
America as they have been presented on this occasion by 
our combined information services. 

I would like to think that it has also helped the Amer- 
ican people to become better acquainted with the France 
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of today, the France that is changing by virtue of her 
younger outlook and her sense of effort. 

For this reason, I also set great value, as you know you 
do, too, Mr. President, on the cooperation that we have 
decided to implement in an area that is limited but full of 
human implications. I am referring to the war on cancer. 
[shall follow its development personally, 

For this reason, lastly, I hope that there will be more 
and more contacts and meetings between our two coun- 
tries and that, in fact, will be the aim of the two founda- 
tions which have just been established, one in New York 
and the other in Paris, in order to promote relations be- 
tween the United States and France. Under the guidance 
of well-known figures, they will work together closely to 
further exchanges and dialog between our two countries. 

Now, one of the objectives of my visit to which I am 
most attached will thus be achieved. And I know, Mr. 
President, that it meets your wishes, too; that is, that 
France and the United States should know each other bet- 
ter in order to understand each other better. 

Our two countries will thus be able to sail in company 
just as they did when the first French fleet came to fight 
by your side. And in fact, the arrangement of the tables 
for this dinner is symbolic in that it reproduces the battle 
order. 

I can’t help but pause here just to say how much I 
admire the freshness and the naiveness of the sentiments 
of the men of those times. I would like to draw your at- 
tention to the menu card and the engraving on the first 
page, which is a picture that I chose myself among the 
archives in our country and the engraving commemorates 
the independence of the United States. 

The very first line, which is dated the 4th of July, 1776, 
the 13 colonies that since have become known as the 
United States—well, I can but confirm that since that 
time they certainly have become very well known as the 
United States of America. 

Here I must also refer to the names of the French ships 
that came to aid of their American allies. Here again we 
note the great variety in the names of the ships which 
perhaps also reflect the variety in the relationships between 
our two countries. I see that there is a ship called La Sensi- 
ble, and even Le Fantasque, and by a curious intuition 
for those times, I see that there was also a ship known as 
the Concorde. [Laughter] But perhaps more to the point, 
I think you will agree is the fact that La Victoire is among 
us, 

So, it is in memory of that last ship that I would now 
like to raise my glass in honor of the President of the 
United States and Mrs. Ford, and all the distinguished 
Americans who did us the honor and pleasure of accept- 
ing our invitation and also in honor of the great American 
people to whom I say on this, their birthday, many happy 
returns of the day. 

Present Forp. Mr. President, Madam Giscard 
@Estaing, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


Thank you very kindly, Mr. President, for your very 
thoughtful and very generous words. Mrs. Ford and I are 
most appreciative and highly honored for the opportunity 
to join with you and your many friends here on this occa- 
sion this evening. 

Once again I have a first-hand opportunity and a wel- 
come opportunity, I might say, to enjoy the incomparable 
hospitality and cuisine of the French people as well as 
yourself. France’s reputation, as we all know, for its hos- 
pitality is just one of the many dimensions of French con- 
tributions to the world as a whole. 

Frequent mention has been made during your visit, 
and appropriately so, Mr. President, of France’s role in 
our struggle in this country for our independence. Yet, the 
French influence in America long preceded 1776. Much 
of the New World was opened by French explorers such 
as Marquette and LaSalle. Their influence is very obvi- 
ous, very apparent in the names of American towns and 
American cities, north and south, from Detroit to Joliet 
to New Orleans. 

French infiuence is still very vivid in Louisiana, which 
you, Mr. President, will visit later this week. Closer to 
home, we enjoy the superb artistry of L’ Enfant and design 
of our beautiful capital city. It was he who selected the 
site for the Capitol Building and for the White House 
itself, creating for the latter a beautiful President’s park 
where your helicopter landed just yesterday. 

French philosophers have profoundly influenced and 
inspired the nature of our democracy and the spirit of our 
laws in America. Thanks in a very large measure to the 
writings of Montesquieu and Rousseau, our nations share 
a heritage of human values. These values are today the 
very basis of our philosophy, of our freedom, our justice as 
well as our equality. 

America remains greatly inspired by the wisdom and 
the vision of France in the history of our great country. 
It is especially gratifying to celebrate the Bicentennial of 
our independence with the distinguished President of 
our country’s oldest friend and oldest ally. Ours is a part- 
nership and an alliance unique in world history, a relation- 
ship which each has extended the hand of friendship and 
assistance to the other in the hour of maximum peril. 

As in the past, our security and our prosperity still 
depend upon our willingness to work together, to coop- 
erate in meeting common problems and meeting com- 
mon challenges. 

We meet tonight, Mr. President, in a time of peace. 
Continued peace requires that every democracy remain 
strong and prepared to defend its liberty. As Washington 
said, ‘““To be prepared for war is one of the most effectual 
means of preserving the peace.” 

In a gesture symbolic of the commitment of both of 
our nations in safeguarding the security of our peoples, 
Madam Giscard d’Estaing will travel to Mississippi in 
the next day or two to christen the United States Navy’s 
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newest destroyer, the DeGrasse. And I compliment you 
and wish you well on that fine occasion on Saturday. 

This ship, Mr. President, named for the French admiral 
whose fleet made possible a very decisive victory at York- 
town will contribute to the strength and to the capability 
of our own navy. The DeGrasse will also contribute to the 
objectives and to the goals that we share with France, to 
preserve the peace, to protect our freedom, and to keep 
the sea lanes of the world fully open to the democratic 
nations. 

Mr. President, for 200 years France and the United 
States shared dreams, shared challenges, shared victories 
in every sphere of human endeavor. The mutual esteem 
and inspiration which mark our relationship today flow 
from common ideals, determination, and mutual rein- 
forcement. I foresee a very vital partnership for genera- 
tions to come between our two nations. 

And I might say on a personal basis, Mr. President, it 
has been a unique and a wonderful experience for me to 
have made your acquaintance and to have worked with 
you, and I look forward to a continuation of that expe- 
rience for what I hope is the benefit of our countries for 
a good many years to come. 

It is altogether fitting that the nations which two cen- 
turies ago gave the world two very fundamental charters 
of liberty—our Declaration of Independence and the 
declaration of the rights of man—should still stand to- 
gether for freedom and for justice for all. 

So, let us toast that partnership on the eve of its third 
century. To the health of the President of the French 
Republic and to the liberty, equality, and fraternity of 
the people of France and the United States. 

NOTE: The exchange of toasts began at 10:36 p.m. President Giscard 


d’Estaing spoke in French and his remarks were translated by an 
interpreter. 


Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day, 
May 31, 1976 


Proclamation 4440. May 19, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

In this, our Nation’s 200th year, Memorial Day has 
special significance. As we honor those who gave their lives 
that our experiment with liberty might succeed, we can be 
proud of what America has accomplished. We are at 
peace. Our Nation and our way of life endure. The 
sacrifices of 200 years have preserved both individual free- 
dom and national unity. 

As we mark this milestone of our national independence, 
however, we must not forget the lessons of history. Other 
nations have risen to great heights only to weaken in their 
resolve. We must not repeat their error. We must remain 


strong in our defense and steadfast in our resolve to uphold 
the principles with which we began two centuries ago, 

In accord with the request of the Congress, by joint 
resolution of May 11, 1950 (64 Stat. 158), let us 
especially pray on Memorial Day that our continued 
resolve and our eternal vigilance will bring lasting peace 
to peoples yearning for peace, and that our honored dead 
shall not have died in vain. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate Memorial 
Day, Monday, May 31, 1976, as a day of prayer for 
permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in 
each locality at 11 o’clock in the morning of that day as 
a time to unite in prayer. 

I urge the press, radio, television, and all other informa- 
tion media to join in this observance. 

I also call upon the appropriate officials of all levels of 
government to fly the flag at half-staff until noon during 
Memorial Day on all buildings, grounds, and naval ves- 
sels throughout the United States and in all areas under 
its jurisdiction and control, and I request the people of 
the United States to display the flag at half-staff from their 
homes for the same customary forenoon period. 

In Witness WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this nineteenth day of May, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundredth. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:45 am, 
May 19, 1976] 


National Heart and Lung 
Advisory Council 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Third Annual Report of the Council. 
May 19, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 


Enclosed is the “Third Report of the National Heart 
and Lung Advisory Council,” prepared in accordance 
with the requirement of section 418(b) (2) of the Public 
Health Service Act. 


The National Heart and Lung Advisory Council has 
again prepared a thoughtful Report that addresses a 
number of important research policy questions. With re- 
gard to the recommendations and conclusions in the 
Council’s Report, some recommendations are in accord 
with the Administration’s views (e.g., the need for evalua- 
tion of pilot programs) and other recommendations are 
at variance with Administration policy (e.g., the budget 
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recommendation and recommendations dependent on the 
Council’s recommended budget) . 

The Council recommended funding levels without full 

knowledge of the competing needs of other high priority 

ams. Therefore, it is not surprising that the budget 
recommendations of the Council considerably exceed 
those of the President’s 1977 Budget, which must take 
fiscal constraints and competing national needs into con- 
dderation. It should be noted that the budget for the 
National Heart and Lung Institute has increased greatly 
in recent years: from $195 million in 1971 to a potential 
of $370 million in 1976. 

In addition, these fiscal concerns were recognized in 
H.R. 7988, “Health Research and Health Services 
Amendments of 1976”, which I recently signed into law. 
The Congress authorized appropriations at a considerably 
lower level for FY 1977 than was recommended by the 
Council. 

The Administration recognizes the accomplishments 
of the National Program as outlined in the Council’s Re- 
port, and continues to view the heart, blood vessel, lung, 
and blood program as an area of high priority. The Re- 
port of the Council is being carefully studied and 
evaluated. I am forwarding the Report so that it is avail- 
able to the Congress for its deliberations. 


GerRALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
May 19, 1976. 
Note: The report is entitled “National Heart, Blood Vessel, Lung, 
and Blood Program—Third Report of the National Heart and 


Lung Advisory Council” (Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, 19 pp.). 


Michigan and Maryland 
Primary Elections 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Reporters on the South Grounds at the 
White House. May 19, 1976 


Tue Present. Obviously, it’s a great pleasure to have 
a chance to talk with you on this Wednesday. I say this 
very emphatically, I don’t think Betty and I had a more 
enjoyable evening than last evening since we have been in 
the White House. It’s wonderful, of course, to get good 
results in any political campaign, but when you get such 
an overwhelming and unbelievable vote in your own area, 
and I mean in this case the old congressional district that 
Thad the honor of representing—I think it went 85 per- 
cent—and then, of course, added to the excellent endorse- 
ment in the State of Michigan as a whole, plus the very 
fine vote in Maryland, the whole evening was really a very 
enjoyable one. 


And I do want to thank the many, many thousands of 
people in Michigan who I know made an extra effort, 
from Governor Milliken on down. There was a total 
unanimity of determination and spirit and cooperation. 
And we had, likewise, the same effort in the State of 
Maryland. 

So yesterday was a great day, and I think it has restored 
the momentum that is needed for the remaining 12 pri- 
maries and the various convention States—conventions 
that will be held between now and the convention in 
Kansas City. 

The momentum has started, we are going to work at 
keeping it going, and we are optimistic for a good victory 
in Kansas City. 


QUESTIONS 


Q. Mr. President, how many of the six primary States 
Tuesday do you think you will win? 

THE Preswent. We haven’t made any analysis as to 
the six as a whole, or individually. Our best judgment is 
we will come out reasonably well when you total the six 
up altogether. 

Q. Mr. President, you are expecting to win in Kansas 
City, but how do you expect to do in California? 

THE Present. Well, we are going out to California, 
as you know, this week. We think we have a fighting 
chance in the State of California. We are going to make a 
big effort there. I can’t tell you just how we stand. We 
have some surveys being carried out at the present time. 
Those surveys will be very helpful in where we go and 
what we do. 

On the other hand, the approach that we used in 
Michigan and the one we used in Tennessee and Ken- 
tucky of peace and growing prosperity and trust will un- 
doubtedly be the thrust that we will use during the rest of 
our campaign. 

Q. Mr. President, Mayor Wilson from San Diego says 
as far as he knows, you only will campaign for about 2 full 
days in California. With that being Governor Reagan’s 
home State and a big State, how do you expect to win 
in a State like that with campaigning only 2 days? 


THE Preswent. We will make another judgment after 
this trip, but we do have to live within the expenditures 
of the law, and we are going to be very, very certain that 
that is done. And any future plans after this weekend will 
have to be coordinated with the availability of funds that 
are permitted under the law. So, plus the trip, plus the 
analysis of our funding, we will make some decisions later 
on. 

Q. Mr. President, are you reserving the right to review 
any decision by Mr. Levi on the Boston busing case? 

THE PresivENT. It is contemplated that some time 
this week, the Attorney General will come in and see me 
and undoubtedly tell me what his decision is. I think that’s 
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a very appropriate thing for him to do and a proper role 
for me to have. But he will make the decision. 

Q. Mr. President, how do you respond to some critics 
who read into your concern about a review of busing as 
an effort to play for votes in Kentucky where busing is a 
major issue? 

Tue Preswent. I think the fact that these news 
stories broke over the past weekend and no decision hav- 
ing been made and the controversy of busing in Detroit, is 
an indication that we in the administration made a major 
effort to not interject busing into the primary situation. 
We didn’t do any talking about what the Attorney Gen- 
eral has been studying and what the Secretary of HEW 
has been working on. 

This came from other sources than ourselves, and we 
were disturbed that the stories did come out. We hope 
that we can keep this kind of a matter away from the 
emotional involvement of this problem and the primary 
elections. We certainly had no part of that, none what- 
soever. 

Q. Mr. President, are you encouraged by the progress 
that your administration is making in the search that you 
ordered last fall for alternative ways to achieve desegre- 
gation without forced busing? Are you optimistic? Are you 
encouraged that you will have found a solution? 

Tue Present. I have had two of the outstanding 
members of my Cabinet working with others, trying to 
find any new approach or a combination of several new 
approaches. And I am encouraged with their progress to 
date, because I think it’s a matter we’ve got to settle and 
settle in a constructive way. And between the Attorney 
General, Mr. Levi, and the Secretary of HEW, I believe 
that we may have some ways in which we can achieve the 
results without the tragedies that have occurred in some 
of our major metropolitan areas. 

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us something about your 
discussion with Mrs. Golda Meir today? 

Tue Presipent. We just discussed the current situ- 
ation in the Middle East which is, of course, a very excel- 
lent opportunity for me to get the benefit of one of our 
era’s outstanding stateswomen. It was just a discussion 
bringing me up to date. She brought some messages to me 
from the Prime Minister, and we discussed related matters 
concerning the Middle East as a whole. 

Q. Mr. President, concerning the great strength that 
both you and Governor Reagan have shown in gathering 
delegates thus far, do you think it’s still possible for either 
of you to get a first ballot nomination and avoid a floor 
fight? 

Tue Preswent. We are optimistic that we can get a 
first ballot victory in Kansas City. 


Q. Mr. President, can I ask you a question that you 
were a little reluctant to answer in Michigan prior to the 
vote? I think we asked you then, could your campaign 
survive a defeat in Michigan? I was wondering if you 


could reveal your thought processes prior to the Michigan 
vote? Do you think you could have survived a loss in your 
home State, politically? 

THE Preswent. Well, Wally [Walter Rodgers, Asso 
ciated Press Radio], I repeatedly told you and, I think 
everybody else who asked that question, we didn’t con- 
template any loss in Michigan. I had good reason to be- 
lieve we would win, and when you have that feeling, why 
worry about the thing that is not going to happen? Why 
don’t you plan on what you will do when the good things 
happen? And that is what happened. 

Q. You had that feeling all along? 

Tue Preswent. Oh, of course. 

Reporter. Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:51 p.m. 


American Enterprise Institute 
for Public Policy Research 


The President’s Remarks at a Dinner Honoring the 
Institutes Academic Associates. May 19, 1976 


Thank you very much Herman, Paul and Bill Baroody, 
and all of the AEI people and their guests: 

It is really nice to be here. 

Last night and today—well, they were much better 
than some Tuesday nights and Wednesdays we have ex- 
perienced. [Laughter] I never try to sing the Victors, 
either—[/aughter|—because it is a great song. Fortunately, 
it was written for Michigan. But it was a night that Betty 
and I enjoyed probably as much as any night we have had 
the opportunity to be in Washington. 

If I could just make a personal comment, when the re- 
turns came in from the two counties that I represented for 
16 years, then the last 10, there was a redistricting, to 
some extent, but the two that I represented for 16 years, 
I got 85 percent of the votes. That is not bad. You know, 
you always expect a few stragglers. [Laughter] 

But, anyhow, it is nice to be here. I remember very 
vividly in February of 1974, when I had the honor of par- 
ticipating as Vice President in the 20-year anniversary of 
Bill Baroody. In reminiscing about that on the way over 
and thinking of the many years that Bill and all of you 
in AEI have been helpful to me as a single Congressman, 
as a Republican leader and, subsequently, as Vice Presi- 
dent and President, I can’t say strongly enough how grate- 
ful I am for the contribution of all of you who contribute 
to AEI and in a meaningful way contribute to govern- 
ment, whether it is in the executive or the legislative 
branch. 

You should be very proud of the organization and you 
should be saying to all of us who are the beneficiaries, we 
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are going to keep it up, because I can say, as a beneficiary, 
it was very, very helpful. 

I look around the room and I see many people from 
the academic world who I have known through AEI over 
the years. It is a tremendous collection of talent and the 
views that have been given to me in one way or another 
have been extremely helpful, and they are today. 

We do use, and for good reason, the recommendations, 
whether they are in housing, whether they are in a multi- 
tude of other programs, the concise and very well laid out 
alternatives and proposals that come from AEI. 

I am just very grateful that this kind of talent is avail- 
able to us who have the honor and privilege of serving in 
government. And let me assure you that we hope you have 
many, many more years of good service with AEI, Bill, 
and that AEI continues over the years in making its mean- 
ingful contribution to not only the legislative branch but 
to the executive branch. Both of us need a lot of help and 
this is the kind of talent that we like to have. [Laughter] 

And I, in closing, could make one observation: I have 
met, as I said, with this group in 1974 and it was nice to 
see so many old friends. I met with your board of direc- 
tors last year, as I recall, and it is nice to have an oppor- 
tunity to say a few words here tonight. It would be awful 
nice to have a similar opportunity for each of the next 
4 years. [Laughter] 

NoTE: The President spoke at 7:58 p.m. at the Madison Hotel. In 
his opening remarks, the President referred to Dr. Paul W. Mc- 
Cracken, chairman of the institute’s academic advisory board, 


Herman J. Schmidt, chairman of the institute’s board of trustees 
and William J. Baroody, Sr., president of the institute. 


Visit of President Valéry Giscard 
d'Estaing of France 


Exchange of Remarks Between President Ford and 
President Giscard d’Estaing at the Opening 
Performance of the Sound and Light Program at 
Mount Vernon. May 19, 1976 


PRESIDENT Giscarp d’EsTAINc. Mr. President, 100 years 
ago, to celebrate the first centenary of her friends and 
allies, the American people, France gave America the 
Statue of Liberty, casting light upon the world. Today, 
by playing a veil of lights on the home of George Wash- 
ington, it is again freedom, of which he was the hero, that 
France has chosen to commemorate for the second 
centennial. 

By lighting up the surroundings where he lived and 
where he is buried, may we bring the glorious figure of 
the founder of the American Nation to life again, just as 
one might have seen him coming home in the evening or 
Sitting at his desk by the window. 

France, through the kindness of the ladies of Mount 
Vernon, whom I would like to thank for their generosity 


in allowing this show to take place here, we will again 
experience through the voices of great American and 
French actors one of the most extraordinary epics of 
liberty. 

Mr. President, as a tribute to liberty and a token of 
friendship, I present to you in the name of the French 
people the sound and light show of Mount Vernon. 

PRESIDENT Forp. Mr. President, Madam Giscard 
d’Estaing, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

I am greatly honored to accept this magnificent pres- 
entation on behalf of the American people. It is an in- 
genious and very generous gift, a symbol of the common 
heritage of friendship and devotion to freedom which dis- 
tinguishes the historic ties between our two countries. 

The sound and light display will take its place with 
your country’s gift in 1876 to our centennial, the Statue 
of Liberty. It has become a symbol, Mr. President, of 
America, as well as a continuing reminder of the inspiring 
values that we share between our two countries. For many 
generations the lady with the lamp has welcomed mil- 
lions and millions of immigrants yearning to breathe free 
in our country. 

Like the Statue of Liberty, the Mount Vernon sound 
and light display will be a continuous celebration of the 
principles of liberty shared by our two Republics. There 
could be no more historic or suitable site than Mount 
Vernon for France to honor our Bicentennial. It was here 
on September 9, 1781, that General Washington ar- 
rived just before the decisive battle of Yorktown. He was 
joined by French Generals Rochambeau and Chastellux. 
It was from here that the American Commander-in-Chief 
and his French allies rode to Yorktown and into the pages 
of our history. Mr. President, today at Yorktown you 
personally commemorated our joint victory. We are proud 
to share our day of glory with you. 

George Washington’s love of Mount Vernon is well 
known to all of us and to people around the world. It was 
to Mount Vernon that his thoughts turned during the 
difficult, often discouraging campaigns of the war of our 
revolution and during his Presidency. 

Visitors to Mount Vernon, Mr. President, will now 
hear, see, and feel the emotions aroused by the creation 
of the United States of America, by Washington’s meeting 
with LaFayette, and by the friendship of our two coun- 
tries. 

Mr. President, I ask that you convey to the people of 
France the heartfelt thanks of the American people for 
this superb display of sound and light and for the unique 
friendship and relationship that it symbolizes. 

Thank you very, very much. 

NOTE: The exchange of remarks began at 9:22 p.m. President 
Giscard d’Estaing spoke first in French and then repeated his re- 
marks in English. 

The sound and light program is entitled “The Father of Liberty” 
and is about the life and times of George Washington. The program 
is France’s Bicentennial gift to the American people. At the con- 


clusion of the program, the Presidents attended a reception in the 
mansion and on the grounds. 
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Federal Election Commission 


The President’s Remarks at the Swearing In of the Six 
Members of the Commission. May 21, 1976 


Justice Brennan, my prospective members of the 
Commission: 

I think this is a very good day for the country and for 
the political process that we are going through at the 
present time. At long, long last, after many regrettable 
delays, we are finally putting the Federal Election Com- 
mission back into business. 


The significance of today, however, is that once again 
we have a watchdog to insure that the election process 
proceeds as fairly and as honestly as possible in full accord 
with the law. 

By their actions, the members of this Commission 
whom we are swearing-in today can do a great deal to 
build and to restore public trust in the political process. 
This is one of the greatest contributions that anyone can 
make in public life in America. 

So all of us wish you the very best and wish you well as 
you begin your work once again. 

It is now my pleasure to call upon Justice Brennan to 
administer the oath of office to these six outstanding 
individuals who have great responsibilities. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 4:05 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the 
White House. Following his remarks, William J. Brennan, Jr., Asso- 
ciate Justice of the Supreme Court, administered the oath of office. 
For the names of the members of the Commission see page 903. 


National Nursing Home Week 


Message of the President. May 13,1976 


It is vitally important to the strength and future prog- 
ress of our society that those citizens in need of long-term 
institutional care—especially the elderly—be provided 
the best possible environment and attention during their 
period of recuperation or, in some cases, for the remainder 
of their lives. With this in mind, I want to salute the dedi- 
cated men and women who help to ensure proper nursing 
home care for those who require it. 

It is encouraging to note the tremendous growth of the 
nursing home industry and the steady expansion of its 
critical role in promoting the well-being of our commu- 
nities. The success we have realized is a tribute to the 
American spirit of concern for others and to our national 
willingness to work together for the common good. 
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On this special observance I commend the nursing 
home industry and express deep gratitude for its outstand- 
ing contribution to the quality of life in our country. 

GERALD R. Forp 


NoTE: National Nursing Home Week was observed May 9-16, 
1976. 

The text of the message, made available by the White Hoyse Press 
Office, was not received in time for inclusion in last week’s issue. It 
was not issued in the form of a White House press release. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 


May 14 


The President left the White House early Friday morn- 
ing for a trip to Tennessee, Kentucky, and Michigan. 
May 15 

The President participated in a breakfast interview 
with the Booth Newspapers editorial board at the Holiday 
Inn in Flint, Mich. 

While in Flint, the President greeted a delegation from 
the Fraternal Order of Police. The delegation was headed 
by Capt. William Bannister, national secretary of the 
organization. The delegation was accompanied by three 
daughters of Ben Walker, a Flint policeman killed in the 
line of duty. 

The President telephoned the Michigan Associated 
Press editors membership meeting in Marquette, Mich., 
from the Holiday Inn in Flint. The President read a state- 
ment and then answered questions from the editors. Fol- 
lowing the telephone call, the President participated in 
an interview with WWJ-TV at the Flint Holiday Inn. 

While en route from Flint to Durand, Mich., on his 
whistle-stop tour of Michigan, the President was inter- 
viewed by WJBK-TV. 

The President was interviewed by WJIM-TV while 
en route from Durand to Lansing, Mich. 

While in Lansing, the President participated in a 
luncheon interview at the Depot Restaurant with Mich- 
igan newspaner publishers, executives, and editors. 

The President was interviewed by the PANAX News- 
paper while en route from Lansing to Battle Creek, Mich. 
Following the PANAX interview, the President was in- 
terviewed by WKZO-TV. 

The President was interviewed by WILX-TV while 
traveling from Battle Creek to Kalamazoo, Mich. 
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May 16 

The President participated in consecutive interviews 
wih WOTV-TV, WZZM-TV, and WGN-TV at the 
Allen Hunting Residence in East Grand Rapids, Mich. 

The President participated in an interview with 
WEYI-TV in the meeting room at the Tri-City Airport 
in Freeland, Mich. Following the interview with WEYI-— 
TV, the President proceeded to the airport manager's 
office where he took part in a Michigan statewide radio 
interview. 

Upon his return to Washington early in the evening, 
the President attended a fundraising event sponsored by 
the President Ford Committee of Alexandria, Va., and 
the Alexandria Friends for Ford organization. The event 
was held at the home of Col. and Mrs. Winfred Smith, 
who acted as co-hosts along with Mr. and Mrs. Marshall 
Mays. 

May 17 

The President has designated Maurice H. Sigler of 
Arlington, Va., as Chairman of the United States Parole 
Commission, to be effective May 14, 1976. 

The President transmitted to the Congress the 20th 
annual report on the Health Research Facilities Construc- 
tion Program. 

May 18 

In a ceremony at the White House, the President pre- 
sented awards to the 11 winners of the National Volun- 
teer Award of the National Center for Voluntary Action. 

U.S. Representative to the United Nations William W. 
Scranton met with the President to discuss matters to be 
considered by the United Nations. 

The President transmitted to the Congress the seventh 
annual report of the independent National Corporation 
for Housing Partnerships and the National Housing 
Partnership. 

May 19 

The President met at the White House with former 

Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir. 


May 20 

French President Valéry Giscard d’Estaing paid a fare- 
well visit to President Ford at the White House. 

The President participated in an interview with news- 
paper, television, and radio representatives from 
Kentucky. 


The President hosted a working luncheon for the Presi- 
dent’s Economic Policy Board and other economists at the 
White House. 
The President has accepted the following resignations: 
Ratpxu J. McGuire as U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Mali, 
effective upon a date to be determined ; and 

KaTHARINE H. HEPsBuRN as a member of the National Commission 
on the Observance of International Women’s Year, 1975, effec- 
tive April 29, 1976. 

The President designated two persons as members of 
the Board of Directors of the Rural Telephone Bank. 
They are: 

WiiuiamM H. WavKer III, of Brownsville, Tenn., Assistant Secre- 
tary of Agriculture; and 


Don PAarserG, of Lafayette, Ind., Director of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics, Department of Agriculture. 


May 21 


The President participated in an interview at the White 
House with newspaper, television, and radio representa- 
tives from Tennessee. 

Gen. Alexander M. Haig, Jr., Supreme Allied Com- 
mander, Europe, met with the President to discuss NATO 
matters. 

The President has designated Rabbi Herschel Schacter 
as Special Representative of the President at the unveiling 
and presentation of a statue of Abraham Lincoln in Israel 
on May 23, 1976. 

In a ceremony at the White House, the President re- 
ceived diplomatic credentials from Ambassadors Alberto 
Crespo Gutierrez, of Bolivia, Dr. Jaromir Johanes, of 
Czechoslovakia, and Yahya M. al-Mutawakkil, of the 
Yemen Arab Republic. 

The President announced his intention to nominate 
Philip M. Van Dam of Detroit, Mich., to be United States 
Attorney for the Eastern District of Michigan for a term 
of 4 years. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved May 14, 1976 
GAO iitks praicincniininait Public Law 94-286 


An act to amend chapter 39 of title 10, 
United States Code, to enable the Presi- 
dent to authorize the involuntary order to 
active duty of Selected Reservists, for a 
limited period, whether or not a declara- 
tion of war or national emergency has 
been declared. 


Approved May 21, 1976 


a Ee a ers Public Law 94-288 
An act to amend the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973 to provide that the center for deaf- 
blind youths and adults established by 
such Act shall be known as the Helen 
Keller National Center for Deaf-Blind 
Youths and Adults. 

i RA Public Law 94-287 
An act to authorize the erection of the 
statue of Bernardo de Galvez on public 
grounds in the District of Columbia. 


PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted May 17, 1976 


The following-named persons to be members 
of the Federal Election Commission for 
the terms indicated: (new positions) 

For terms expiring April 30, 1977: 
WILLIAM L. Sprincer, of Illinois 
NerL STAEBLER, of Michigan 

For terms expiring April 30, 1979: 
VERNON W. THomsoN, of Wisconsin 
Tuomas E. Harris, of Virginia 

For terms expiring April 30, 1981: 

Joan D. AIKENS, of Pennsylvania 
RoserT O. TIERNAN, Of Rhode Island 


Submitted May 18, 1976 


Joun J. Martin, of Maryland, to be an As- 
sistant Secretary of the Air Force, vice 
Walter B. LaBerge, resigned. 

JoOsEPH Z. Tay.tor, of Virginia, to be Deputy 
Inspector General, Foreign Assistance, vice 
John P. Constandy, resigned. 

JoHN P. CROWLEY, of Illinois, to be United 
States District Judge for the Northern Dis- 
trict of Illinois, vice Richard B. Austin, 
retired. 


Submitted May 19, 1976 

Wave CnHoatTeE, of Texas, to be a member of 
the National Credit Union Board for a 
term expiring December 31, 1981, vice 
James W. Dodd, term expired. 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 

The following releases of the Office of thy 
White House Press Secretary, distributy 
during the period covered by this issue, any 
not included in the issue. 


Released May 14, 1976 

Advance text: remarks at the 50th anny 
Armed Forces Day Dinner, Louisville, Ry, 

Released May 16, 1976 


Advance text: remarks at the Saginaw Town. 
ship Bicentennial Park, Sherwood Elemen- 
tary School, Saginaw, Mich. 
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to the President.............-...- 571 
World Health Organization, World 
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alternate delegates...........--.. 832 
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Arkansas, disaster assistance___._...__ 529 
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See also Federal employees; National 

defense and security; specific mili- 

tary departments and agencies 
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Military bases, closings.......... ~~ 570, 

603, 804, 805 

Military pay increase_..........___. 174 


Missing in action___..._._--- 488, 499, 680 


National Armed Forces Week exhibit. 849, 
880 
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Arms control and disarmament-_-_-______ 603 
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Boy of the Year award_-~---.---____ 585 
Department of Defense Medal for Dis- 
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Corporate payments abroad_......-- 519, 
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Eee 533, 724, 796 
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Governor General__.........-----_- 590 
US. relations.....................- 584 
Canada, International Joint Commis- 
sion—United States and..._.....-_- 590 
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Canham, Erwin_...........___-________ 660 
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he SEE re 636, 660 
Capper-Volstead Act_...........-_____ 839 
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Chornovil, Vyacheslav.......-..------- 540 
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current resolution.--..........-.. 876 

House of Representatives, Budget 

Committee .......--.. 490, 492, 523, 530 
Limitation on Members’ terms_-_.-_..-. 724 


Republican leadership... 659, 792, 832, 880 
Senate 
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Judiciary Committee, Internal Se- 
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Agenda for Government Reform Act, 
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U.S.-Japan Cooperative Medical Sci- 
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United States Sinai Support Mission, 
report transmittal 
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Council. See other part of title 
Courts, United States. See Appoint- 
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and Retirements; specific courts; 
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assigned 
Crime and law enforcement 
See also specific programs 
Criminal code, reform. 618 
Mandatory sentences for certain 
i a 674, 790 
Cuba 
Africa, involvement___......-. 487, 499, 748 
Angola, involvement_.............- 535 
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District of Columbia, budget___.______ 658 
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Economic Club of Detroit__________ 862, 880 
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Veterans -. 746 

Youth, summer employment eee 580, 

587, 588, 590, 809 

Endangered species preservation_-______ 645 

Energy 
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Research and development_.________ 896, 
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